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This month, we take time to stop and give thanks to the Lord for the many rich 
blessings that He’s poured into our lives. Some of us will celebrate the goodness 
of life by sharing a special meal with our family and by laughing around a table. 
Some of us will travel many miles, so that we can spend time with people that we 

love. On Thanksgiving Day, we’re challenged to stop and give thanks to the Lord for the simple gifts 
like our homes, warmth on cold mornings, clothes and food, fresh water to drink and sources of in-
come that continue to provide for our needs. Some of us can give thanks for good health and chil-
dren who enrich our lives. Some of us have written many blessings in the “Book of Blessings” that 
we keep on the small table in our Narthex and that we bring to the altar with our weekly offerings. 
We’ve prayed, “Give us this day our daily bread” many times in the last year and the Lord has pro-
vided for our needs. 
 
But some of the people in our church will enter a different time of year on Thanksgiving Day. As the 
holidays approach, people who have lost a special member of their family will experience many dif-
ferent feelings and emotions. People who are isolated can feel particularly alone when everyone 
else is celebrating. The holidays aren’t always a time of “peace on earth” when people are strug-
gling in a relationship or trying to break away from someone who continues to hurt them. And that’s 
why, as a church, on the Sunday after Thanksgiving this year, we’ll be celebrating Christ the King! 
 
Christ is the King, and Christ retains the power to bless us and to raise us up. Christ the King came 
into the world to destroy the forces of evil, and to assure us that we’ll never need to walk alone 
through tough times. Christ the King continues to guide us through the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
even opens doors in life and in ministry that we can’t open by ourselves. Christ the King came into 
the world to assure us that, when the end of our story is finally written, you and I are going to win! 
And, for that, we can sing our thanks and praise God. 
 
And so, this Thanksgiving, take some time to stop and to thank God for whatever He’s doing in your 
life right now. Count your blessings, and think about the many ways that God’s providing “daily 
bread” every time you pray the Lord’s Prayer. And always keep in mind that Christ the King is a Lord 
who continues to travel with you; and who assures you that, even in those times of life when bless-
ings are hard to count, God continues to journey with you and promises to lift you up in glory. Christ 
the King journeys with us every day of our lives and, with His help, we will find the peace and hope 
and joy that we crave – and, with God’s help, days will return when we can enter the Temple of the 
Lord with joy and thanksgiving in our hearts – even after we’ve traveled through tough times. 
 
      ~ Pastor Wayne 
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 Bela Molnar — President   Wally Utley — Finance 
Jim Scanga — Vice President  Kris Meade — Parish Administration 
Secretary —      Eric Gipson — Property 
Erich Sill — Acting Treasurer   Judy Bernardini — Social Ministry 
Bela Molnar — Financial Secretary  Bill Crossland — Stewardship 
Melany Andree — Christian Education Ron Fuehrer— Worship & Music 
Linda Paulovitch— Evangelism  Trish Lasher — Youth Ministry 
Carol Tamenne— Fellowship              

 

Council Highlights  ~  October 16 2017 
 
 Guest speaker Ryan Ebner, Regional Gift Planner with the ELCA Foundation who provides his 

service to any ELCA member for the purpose of Gift Planning.  He provides a free consulting ser-
vice to help with estate planning for your will provided you include a charitable gift. 

 The Octoberfest celebration on October 15 was a success with plenty of food and fellowship.  
The Youth group helped with the setup, serving and clean up.  This help was greatly appreciat-
ed. 

 The Finance committee talked about the 11k deficit in our Treasurer’s report. 
 The Parish Administrator will be on vacation November 8-15.  Also mentioned was to get reports 

and news items to her in a timely fashion.  We must remember that she is not a member of our 
church and is not familiar with the history of things. 

 Plans are in place for the Owl’s Luncheon on October 22. 
 Social Ministry wants to add to the budget a line item for Prayer Shawl Ministry. 
 The White Paraments have been ordered and scheduled to be delivered in November. 
 Dedication of the new paraments will be December 24

th
 at the 10 am service. 

 Hanging of the Greens will be December 17th. 
 Heritage Homeowners made a request to use our church for a meeting on October 26.  This was 

approved by council. 
 The safety deposit box at S&T needed authorization update.  The president and Pastor are to be 

updated. 
 The Christmas Concert with the Kiski Community Band is scheduled for December 9th. 
 The 2018 budget was discussed and will need to be finalized for the next council meeting 

(November 13
th
).  The congregational meeting to approve the 2018 Budget will be December 

10
th
 following the 10 am service.  Also at this meeting we will be voting on new council members 

for 2018. 
 Christian Life Community requested to meet at our church for a small prayer group, meeting bi-

weekly on Wednesdays.  Motion was made through Pastor Wayne and approved by council. 
 The Electronic Giving capabilities on our website didn’t meet the desired goals of giving.  We will 

revisit this feature for improvements and efficiency. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The next regular council meeting will be held on Monday, NOVEMBER 20
th

 at 7:00 pm. 
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We Welcome and Embrace 
 
Every congregation needs to ask itself an important question. 
 

We’re excited when we see new people visiting our church, and I’ve challenged 
you to use the first five minutes after our worship services to greet each other and to extend a friend-
ly welcome to those who are visiting. We’ve redeveloped our church website and we post audio re-
cordings of sermons that are preached at Christ’s because the Internet is the “new front door” of our 
church, and because surveys indicated that nearly 90% of all young people who visit a church spend 
time on the church’s website before they ever walk through the doors. But, behind all of that, there’s 
a question we need to ask: Why do we want people to visit our church in the first place; and per-
haps, just as importantly, why do we want people to join hands with us in ministry? 
 

That’s a fundamental question that every church must answer these days because it’s a question 
that causes us to look inside of ourselves and to examine our motivations. 
 

Do we want people to visit our church and join us in worship because we’re interested in extending 
the welcome and embrace of Jesus Christ, or are we inviting people to join us in worship because 
we’re trying to expand our shrinking pool of volunteers? Do we want to welcome and embrace peo-
ple, so that we can listen to their stories, build bridges and extend Christ’s compassion and care; or, 
are we welcoming and embracing people who visit our church because we see them as people who 
can help us to pay our bills during times when deficits are rising in nearly every church? Do we wel-
come and embrace the people who worship with us because their voice adds strength and volume 
to the praise that’s offered to God in times of worship; or, do we welcome and embrace new people 
because we believe that they can do something for us? Do we welcome and embrace people who 
spend time with us because we’re looking for ways to equip and empower them in their daily life and 
in their personal ministry; or, do we welcome and embrace people who visit our church because 
we’d rather have them share their gifts and talents with us instead of the church down the road? 
 

“We Welcome and Embrace” isn’t truly about welcome and embrace until we examine our hearts 
and motivations. 
 

“We Welcome and Embrace” because we want people to know that the doors of God’s Kingdom 
have been opened to them, and the embrace of Christ is real. “We Welcome and Embrace” because 
we want to help people discover the ways that God’s working in their lives, and because we want to 
help people to find strength and encouragement in challenging times. The Gospel of Jesus Christ 
must shine like a beacon of hope in our midst. The warmth of God’s hospitality must drive us toward 
being “Christ’s Church of All People.” When we have “mixed motives,” people know it. They hear it in 
our voices. They sense it in our actions. They smell it when they walk into our building. And, when 
people know that we’re after them because we think that they can do something for us, they just 
want to get away! 
 

And so, this month, I’d like to challenge you to ask yourselves: Why do we want people to visit our 
church in the first place; and perhaps, just as importantly, why do we want people to join hands with 
us in ministry? 
 

If our deepest motivations revolve around proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ and helping 
people to know that God’s arms are open to all people, well and good. But, if our deepest motiva-
tions revolve around ourselves and the needs of our church, we need to explore our hearts and pray 
before we can begin to move forward. 
 
      ~ Pastor Wayne 
 



 

 

We Worship and Pray 
 
We will be celebrating All Saints Sunday in a special way this year! 
 
All Saints Day, which is also called “All Hallows,” is celebrated on November 1

st
 and is celebrated on 

the day after Halloween – which got its name from “All Hallows Eve” in the same way that Christmas 
Eve got its name.  Halloween’s emphasis on the ghosts, goblins, witches, and other dark images 
came about from the supposition that the dark forces were especially active just before All Saints’ 
Day, so that they would hinder the prayers for the dead that would be offered the next day.  The 
modern-day practice of “Trick or Treating” began in the Middle Ages when poor people would go 
door to door begging for food in exchange for their prayers for those who had died. 
 
All Saints Sunday was first celebrated around Eastertime, but was eventually moved to November. 
Christians join in worship on All Saints Sunday to remember the promises of the Resurrection and 
often take time on All Saints Sunday to visit cemeteries, to offer special gifts that will be used to hon-
or the memory of loved ones, and to pray for those who have died and who are grieving.  It’s an im-
portant day in the life of the church! 
 
We are asking for your help on All Saints Sunday! 
 

We want to honor people that you know who have died and need you to 
bring a small picture of your loved one(s) on All Saints Sunday.  We will 
be setting up a table in our sanctuary where you can place the picture 
that you have brought.  If you bring a picture with you on Saturday night, 
we’re asking you to leave it for the Sunday service as well. You can pick
-up your picture after the Sunday service, or you can simply pick it up on 
the following Saturday evening. 
 

Last year, we also began to light one, single candle in memory of the members of our church 
who have died in the last three years.  Many people indicated that they feel uncomfortable 
when they need to walk in front of the whole church and light a candle in memory of some-
thing that they loved.  We want to honor the voices of people who have expressed that they 
found lighting a candle to be very difficult. 
 

We will order carnations was a way to remember the people whose names we’ve been given 
before our celebration of All Saints Sunday and want to encourage all of you to take a carna-
tion in memory of the person you’ve asked us to remember.  You can take a carnation home 
with you after either service. 
 

Lastly, we will also be honoring those who have been baptized in the last three years, and 
want you to bring a picture of the newly baptized as well.  Once again, if you bring a picture 
with you on Saturday night, we’re asking you to leave it on the table for the Sunday service 
as well.  You can, once again, pick-up the picture after our Sunday service or you can simply 
pick it up on the following Saturday. 
 

Please join us for our special celebration of all God’s saints – living and deceased – as we celebrate 
the promise of eternal life that’s been given to all of God’s children in the waters of Holy Baptism as 
we gather for worship on All Saints Weekend. 

~ Pastor Wayne 
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The Shofar 
 

Reading through the entire Bible can be a deeply enriching experience for Christians of every age! God opens our 
hearts and minds as we explore His Word and the Holy Spirit stirs our hearts as we read and digest Holy Scripture. 
The Bible, itself, tells us that “the Word of God is living and active” (Hebrews 4:12) and that the words of the Bible 
judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
 
Perhaps, you’ve tried a “Through the Bible” program that encouraged you to begin to read the Bible in Genesis; 
but, your progress came to a complete halt when you began working your way through Leviticus. Many people, 
who enthusiastically begin to read through the Bible, become discouraged when they fall behind – and realize they 
just don’t have enough time to catch-up with the scheduled readings. I’m hoping that this attempt to guide you 
through the Bible, over the course of a 52-week period, will be both different and more manageable. 
 
First, I’m going to “take the pressure off” by providing the readings on a weekly basis, so that you don’t become 
overwhelmed and I’m going to simply encourage you to just keep moving forward. If you miss a day, now and 
then, don’t worry about it! Just stay focused and read the chapters of the Bible that are being suggested for that 
day. It’s far better to keep moving forward – even if you miss a reading, now and then – than to tightly chain your-
self to a strict routine that you will, most likely, abandon. 
 
Second, I’m going to “take the pressure off” by providing a mixture of readings from very different parts of the Bi-
ble. I’m hoping that if you find a particular book of the Bible hard to understand that you’ll just keep moving through 
the reading knowing that tomorrow’s reading will be from a different part of the Bible. And please, if you’ve just dis-
covered this “Through the Bible” reading program today, don’t think that you need to start by going to the begin-
ning of the list and starting at “Week 1” (although you may want to do that at some point). Just begin moving 
though the Bible with this week’s suggested readings. Remember: you are reading through the Bible with other 
faithful Christians who are reading the same part of that Bible that you are each day! 
 
And third, I’m going to “take the pressure off” by encouraging you to create a routine that will help you to set-aside 
time to read God’s Word each day (if you don’t already have a regularly, scheduled time for daily Bible reading and 
prayer) realizing that most of us can create new “habits” by doing something, each day, for 21 days. Just imagine, 
in just three short weeks, you’ll develop a routine where reading God’s Word becomes a part of every single day! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Week #35: Oct 29 - Nov 4 
 

Sunday: 2 Timothy 1-2; Monday: Numbers 9-12; Tuesday: 1 Chronicles 15-19; Wednesday: Psalms 102-104; 
Thursday: Proverbs 20-21; Friday: Hosea 8-14; Saturday: John 10-12 
 

Week #36: Nov 5 - Nov 11 
 

Sunday: 2 Timothy 3-4; Monday: Numbers 13-16; Tuesday: 1 Chronicles 20-24; Wednesday: Psalms 105-
107; Thursday: Proverbs 22; Friday: Joel; Saturday: John 13-15 
 

Week #37: Nov 12 - Nov 18 
 

Sunday: Titus; Monday: Numbers 17-20; Tuesday: 1 Chronicles 25-29; Wednesday: Psalms 108-110; Thurs-
day: Proverbs 23-24; Friday: Amos 1-4; Saturday: John 16-18 
 

Week #38: Nov 19 - Nov 25 
 

Sunday: Philemon; Monday: Numbers 21-24; Tuesday: 2 Chronicles 1-5; Wednesday: Psalms 110-113; 
Thursday: Proverbs 25; Friday: Amos 5-9; Saturday: John 19-21 
 

Week #39: Nov 26 - Dec 2 
 

Sunday: Hebrew 1-4; Monday: Numbers 25-28; Tuesday: 2 Chronicles 6-10; Wednesday: Psalms 114-116; 
Thursday: Proverbs 26-27; Friday: Obadiah; Saturday: Acts 1-2 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjSrKGo-7_TAhXH7SYKHZbdB7QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fpic-365096738%2Fstock-vector-god-loves-you-typography-poster-vector-quote-for-god.html&ps
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To our CLC family ~  
Our sincere thanks to all of you for your 
prayers, hugs and cards for my Dad, 
Peter Bernardini, who passed away on 
October 3rd. He was on our CLC prayer 
list for quite awhile and we believe that 
helped him live to see his 99th birthday and we were so 
fortunate to be able to spend the day with him. 
 

With Love,  Rich and Judy Bernardini and family 

Thank you for your generous gift to Heifer 

International.  Your desire to help others will 

build hope for future generations. 

Families in countries where we work like 

Bangladesh, Guatemala and Malawi, who 

once struggled with hunger and poverty, now have the live-

stock and training they need to improve their farms.  With 

your commitment and their hard work, they are on their way 

to building lives of self-reliance and dignity, uplifting entire 

communities in the process. 

Thank you for helping us make a better world,  

We Equip and Empower 
 

We’ve created a new resource that parents can 
use to review the basics that we share with chil-
dren during their First Communion instruction 
right at home! 
 
 

 
 
 

“Welcome to the Table of the Lord” is a great 
resource that can help parents to talk with their 
children about: 
 

 Different ways that churches share Holy 
Communion; 

 What we teach about Holy Communion like: 
Jesus said that the Bread is His Body and 
the Wine is His Blood; and that, when we 
take Holy Communion, God forgives all the 
things that we’ve done wrong; 

 Story of Joseph (the boy with the coat of 
many colors) and the story of the Exodus that 
culminated in the Passover that Jews still cel-
ebrate today; 

 “Real Presence” – and what it means when 
Jesus says that Holy Communion is “for you.” 

 
 

Copies of “Welcome to the Table of the Lord” 
are now available in the Information Center in 
the entryway of our church. Why not take a copy 
home with you this weekend, and spend some 
time talking with your child about Holy Commun-
ion? 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Update 
 

We are pleased to announce that by the time you read 
this we should have prayer shawls available for anyone 
who could use an expression of care in the form of a 
warm shawl.  These shawls can be used by you per-
sonally or given to anyone you know who is going 
through a hard time, illness, grief or perhaps celebrating 
a newborn, milestone, or for any other reason you feel 
appropriate.   Think of these shawls as a warm hug that 
lets someone know they’re thought of and cared for.  
 

Here’s how it works: 
 

Find the Prayer Shawl poster in the church nar-
thex.  The shawls will be displayed on a rack below it 
with explanatory gift cards and gift bags nearby.  There 
will also be a pen and notebook attached to the rack 
with a ribbon.  
 

1. Select the shawl you would like and place it and a 
gift card in a gift bag. 

2. In the notebook, please indicate the date, who the 
shawl is for (just a first name is fine if so desired) 
and their relationship to you. 

3. If you would like the person added to our church’s 
prayers, please indicate that as well along with any 
other information you would like to provide.  

 

That’s all there is to it! We hope these shawls will be a 
blessing to all recipients. 
 

If you would like more information about the Prayer 
Shawl ministry or would like to contribute to it (either 
completed prayer shawls or gift cards to Michaels, Pat 
Catans or JoAnn Fabrics for yarn purchases), please 
contact Sandy Buehner at sandybuehner@gmail.com. 
  

Thank you, 
The Prayer Shawl Committee 

mailto:sandybuehner@gmail.com
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We Listen and Care 
 
Several weeks ago, we had our first “Mission Moment” during worship. 
 
A “Mission Moment” is a one or two-minute break in our regular wor-
ship service that has been devoted to lifting-up something God’s been 
doing with us as people of faith and to celebrate something exciting 
that’s happening in our church.  God’s doing His work with our hands 
and we need to celebrate that as God’s people.  God’s using ordinary 
people to do incredible things, and to write a wonderful “story” at 
Christ’s Lutheran Church! 
 
Christ’s Lutheran Church has always been a place where “We Listen and Care” and that was abun-
dantly clear after hurricanes Harvey and Irma struck our southern coast.  Many people were driven 
from their homes and the recovery will take many years.  I can’t even imagine what it would be like 
to have water fill the first floor of my home, to have the gas line explode, and to watch my home 
burn all the way down to the waterline. 
 
And, because “We Listen and Care,” we helped people in two special ways: 
 
 Debbie Tysarczky and her family were driven from the home as the waters continued to rise and 

fill the first floor of their home in Houston.  Debbie and her family then learned that the gas line in 
their home had burst, and that the explosion and fire that followed burned their home to the wa-
terline.  And they learned about the fire and the explosion when their neighbors posted pictures 
on Facebook!  Because Christ’s Lutheran Church is a church that listens and cares about peo-
ple, we responded to the crisis that Debbie and her family were facing by collecting and forward-
ing $2,135!  I still remember the look of shock on the face of Debbie’s brother when I handed 
him the check.  And thanks to your thoughtfulness and generosity, Debbie and her family 
learned that the check was on the way on the very same day that they learned that FEMA will 
not help her to meet the expense of replacing her home and everything she owned. 

 
 We, also, collected money for the ELCA Disaster Response Fund.  The ELCA has a long history 

of being “first on the scene” when disasters strike and the “last to leave” when the clean-up is 
complete.  Due to your generous support and great kindness, we collected an additional $2,324 
for hurricane relief.  We have, also, forwarded this money to the proper place and can tell you 
that your money is already at work to help people whose lives have been affected by hurricanes 
Harvey and Irma.  Our “Mission Partner,” Thrivent Financial has agreed to match this money – 
and so, every dollar that you contributed will become two dollars! 

 
Thank you for your very generous support of our Hurricane Disaster Appeal at Christ’s Lutheran 
Church!  God helps to connect our church with people who need our love and support as “We Lis-
ten and Care.”  And, thanks to people like you, Christ’s Lutheran Church continues to make a real 
and lasting difference in people’s lives. 

 
 
 

      ~ Pastor Wayne 
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Light of Life Volunteer Opportunity! 
 

Every year Light of Life puts together Thanksgiving Baskets for those in the community 
who have the ability to cook food but don’t necessarily have the financial resources to 
purchase the food.  Join us on Monday, November 20th to help pack the baskets.  We’ll 
meet at the church at 7:00 am and carpool or convoy to Light of Life’s Ridge Avenue fa-
cility.  Or you can meet us there at 8:00 am with packing beginning promptly at 8:30 am.  
The address is: 635 Ridge Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15212.  If you are unable to physically pack the baskets, do-
nations can be made to Light of Life through your offering at CLC.  This year’s goal is to fill 1,000 baskets of 
food, while working with 24 other organizations to deliver baskets into the hands of those in need so that eve-
ryone can have a happy and blessed Thanksgiving!  
 

Please contact Kris Meade at 412-580-7872 or kmeade@medbrokersllc.com if interested. 

 

Understand the Nature of God 
 

Who is God? Is He a mystery to you? Do you want to know Him better? Maybe 
you wonder if God even exists. That’s okay. People have wondered about God 
for as long as. . .well, for as long as there have been people. They wonder if 
He’s really out there. They wonder if He made the world and everything in it. 

And if He did, they wonder if God still cares about what’s going on. 
 

Perhaps you’ve gotten past all of those questions. You definitely believe in God, but you don’t know 
Him. You don’t understand His nature—in other words, His personality. You aren’t alone. For many 
people—the nature of God is a mystery. It’s like God is behind some dark cloud, occasionally 
speaking in a deep voice to prophets and such. Other people think God wants to prevent them from 
having a good time. If they get close to God, they’re afraid they’ll have to give up their freedom. 
 

While it’s true there are things about God we’ll never know, there are many things we can know. For 
example, when we look at our universe—whether it’s through a microscope, a telescope or the na-
ked eye—we observe incredible design and order and beauty. That means the Designer must be a 
being of design and order and beauty. And He must be pretty powerful. 
 

When we look at ourselves and see that we all have some idea about God (even when you deny 
God exists, you have to think about Him), that means the Creator (God again) put that idea in us. 
Yet God is more than an idea. He is more than a symbol for good or an impersonal “higher being”. 
God is a very real spirit Being who has always existed in the past, who exists now, and will always 
exist in the future. God is personal. God is involved in our world. And God has revealed His nature 
to us. All we have to do is stop, look and listen.  
 

…In The Small Stuff 

 True faith involves doing all you can and letting God take care of the rest. 

 God will never send a thirsty soul to a dry well. 

 God is more likely to speak to you in a gentle whisper than with aloud voice. 

 God won’t take away a sin until you give it over to Him. 

 The times when you need God the most are when you don’t think you need Him. 

 Faith is not an emotion. It is objective trust placed in a very real God. 

 The way you think about God does not define Him. 

 One quality of God’s nature that should make us tremble is His justice. 

 One quality of God’s nature that should give us comfort is His love. 

 Don’t worry about proving God’s existence, because no one can disprove it. 

 Religion is man’s attempt to find God. The Gospel is God’s plan to reach man. Don’t let religion 
stand in the way of your salvation. 

 Thank God that your salvation does not depend on you. 
 

Taken from “God is in The Small Stuff” by Authors Bruce & Stan 

mailto:kmeade@medbrokersllc.com
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We ask that you continue to pray for CLC members, family, and friends of members who are  

included on our weekly bulletin prayer list.  Thank You! 

We need your help….The strength and stability of every healthy and growing church rests upon the sharing of 
information in a timely fashion.  We provide information about activities in our newsletter and in our weekly bulle-
tins.  We post information about upcoming events on our website and on our church Google calendar. We’ve been 
making posters to share information about our events in public places and we’ve been hanging posters around the 
church.  But, we can only share information that we’ve been given. 
 

Here’s how you can help us…. 
 

 If you have something that you’d like us to include in the weekly bulletin, please provide the information (in the 
completed form that you would like us to print it in the bulletin) no later than 10:00 on Thursday morning.  
Please email your information to office@christsmurrysville.org  We can, certainly, scan what we’ve been given 
for spelling and minor grammatical errors; however, we need you to provide the information that you’d like us 
to include in the bulletin in a “print-ready” format.  Please, also, be sure to let us know how many weeks you 
would like us to print the information you’ve provided in our bulletin. 

 

 If you have something you’d like us to include in our monthly newsletter, we need you to provide the material in 
a form that we can simply print as well.  Please email your information to newsletter@christsmurrysville.org  
We’ve decided that we need to create a newsletter deadline.  We want people who get a mailed copy of our 
newsletter to have it in their hands during the last week of the preceding month, so that they can participate in 
activities that occur during the first week of the month.  We’re asking you to provide “print-ready” copies of 
any information that you would like us to include in the newsletter no later than the 20th of the preced-
ing month. (That’s a fancy way of saying that our newsletter deadline is on the 20th of each month). 

 

 Please remember that our church office is open between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm. Information that you send to 
us will remain in the church’s email inbox until the next day if it’s received after 2:00 pm. Please remember this 
if you’re providing something that needs to be printed for a meeting or for a special event that is being held at 
the church. 

 

We hope that the new deadlines we’ve created can help our church office to run more efficiently while giving mem-
bers of our church the opportunity to provide information that they’d like us to print in our weekly bulletins and 
newsletter.  If you have any question please feel free to contact the church office at 412-795-1212. 
 

       ~ Thank you 

Damian Arenth - grandson of Holly Kirsch  

Susie Baker - relative of Kris & George Meade  

Lala Battle - cousin of Rob Wilson  

Dorothy Beacom - CLC member  

Gretchen Bernardini - daughter-in-law of Judy Bernardini  

Linda Bradish - mother of co-worker of Sandy Buehner  

Sandy Buehner - CLC member  

Gail Byrne - CLC member  

Bonnie Chambers - co-worker of Sandy Buehner  

Shirley Custer - CLC member  

Pastor Herb Dubler-former CLC Pastor  

Jim Eddy - son of Arlene Eddy  

Irene Evans - CLC member  

Julie Fallin - friend of Dwight & Carolyn Schuetz  

Harold Fox - Pastor Wayne's brother-in-law  

Bobby Glunt - CLC member  

Roberta Grabowski - aunt of Marion O'Donnell  

Nancy Hartwick - friend of Sandy Buehner  

Tammy Hay - daughter of cousin's fiancee of Marion O'Donnell 

John Heilman - brother of Jane Montgomery  

Ken Hinkleman - CLC Member  

Abby Johnson - friend of Wally Utley  

Michael Kachman - nephew of Nancy Potochnik  

Eleanor Landsberg - mother of Kurt Landsberg  

Joan Lipchik - CLC member  

David Little - son of Roger and Barb Little  

Grace Lucas - CLC member  

Bob Lyons - CLC member  

Shirley Marino - friend of Connie Falvo  

Peggy Matz - CLC member  

Derek McClemens - son of Greg & Debby McClemens  

Jennifer McGraw - cousin of Marion O'Donnell  

Daniel O'Donnell - brother of Michael O'Donnell  

Ian O'Donnell - nephew of Michael O'Donnell  

Linda O'Donnell - sister-in-law of Michael O'Donnell  

Gary Oswalt - sister of Lisa Pattock  

Dave Paterline - friend of Wally Utley  

John Russell - son of Theresa Russell  

June Seabury - friend of Oren Keibler  

Jim Shaffer - brother of Arlene Eddy  

Beth and Dan Smith - cousin of co-worker of Sandy Buehner 

Patti Smith - daughter of Frieda Cushing  

Mary Sorrells - request from Pastor Wayne  

Wilma Stewart - mother of Tammy Scanga  

Marion Surgent - daughter of Theresa Russell  

Marianne Trainor - CLC member  
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PRAYER CIRCLE 
 

If you have a prayer request, special concern or a thanksgiving to share, please contact  

Audrey Ferris, the Prayer Circle coordinator, at: (724) 327-3738 or audrey.m.ferris@gmail.com   

or the church office at: (412) 795-1212 or office@christsmurrysville.org .  (If you send an email to  

Audrey or to the church office, please indicate on the subject line that it relates to the prayer circle).    

The Prayer Circle is confidential; you need give only the information you are comfortable with.  Whatever the need is, 

the Prayer Circle is there for you and we will put your request on the list.  Also, please remember that many varieties of 

greeting cards are available on a small table in the church entryway.  If you would like to send a note to those on the 

bulletin prayer list or birthday list, just add a note and a stamp and send to brighten someone’s day!  

 
WE PRAY FOR OUR MISSION PARTNERS: 

 
NOVEMBER 5 
Sandra and Alex Thompson 
Mark, Linda, Jason and Brandon Towle 
Robert and Marianne Trainor 
George and Edith Truby 
 
NOVEMBER 12 
Wally Utley 
Kristen, Mark Emma, Paige, Tessa,, Isabella and Riley 
Van Orden 
Arthur and Marjorie Wagle 
Robert and Ruth Walters 
 
NOVEMBER 19 
Eric Waxbom 
Ernest Waxbom 
Mary Wentroble 
Michael and Sue Werner 
 
NOVEMBER 26 
Robert, Tammy, Grace and Sophia Wilson 
Kevin, Lisa, Owen and Dylan Wissinger 
Jeff, Caron and Rachel Wolfe 
Robert and Donna Yoder 
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

Please join us in extending the happiest of Birthday  
Wishes to the following Mission Partners who cele-
brate Birthdays in the month of NOVEMBER: 
 
NOVEMBER 1-8 
Helen Sward   Theresa Russell 
Melanie Bertges  William Gras 
Roger Little   Lisa Wissinger 
 
NOVEMBER 9-16 
Al Matz   Charles Evans 
Alicia Matz   Dan O’Block 
Audrey Ferris   Avery Piper 
Evan D’Ascenzo  Kristan Meade 
 
NOVEMBER 17-22 
Mikie Mondale   Tom Adams 
Leslie Sill   Robert Graper 
Wayne Gillespie  Haley Grieco 
Isabella Van Orden 
 
NOVEMBER 24-30 
JoAnn Pastucha  Dana Yurisinec 
Olivia Grieco   Tyler Yurisinec 
Greg McClemens  Frederick Salenske II 
 
 
If you don’t see your name, and you have a NOVEMBER 
birthday, please forgive the oversight and give the church 
office a call so that we can record your birthdate in our 
parish records.  Thanks, and have a  
 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Some Music Notes 

 

A BIG THANKS to Dave Hanshew for updating our 
Sound System for New Sound Sundays.  We will 
start using the updates on November 19th. 
Thanks also to our Church Council and Worship and 
Music Committee members for supporting the Mu-
sic Program at our church.  
Music has always been a vital part of Lutheran wor-
ship, and our hymnal contains music that Lutherans 
all over the world use in their worship services. So 
whether we are singing traditional favorites, trying 
some new hymns, accompanied by organ, guitar, or 
percussion, we are connected both historically and 
internationally to other Lutherans.  
“Come, let us sing to the Lord!” Ps. 95.1 
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NOVEMBER SATURDAY HYMNS 
 

Nov. 4  All Saints Sunday 
Gathering: # 728 – Blest Are They 
Hymn of Praise: # 758 – You Are The Way ( v. 1 & 4) 
Hymn of the Day: # 422 – For All The Saints (v. 1-4) 
Communion: # 628 – Jerusalem, My Happy Home 
Sending:  # 422 – For All The Saints (v. 5-7) 
 

Nov. 11   Lectionary 32 
Gathering: # 717 – Let Justice Flow Like Streams 
Hymn of Praise: # 327 – Through The Night Of Dark And Sorrow 
   (v.1)  
Hymn of the Day: # 244 – Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
Communion: # 262 – Wait For The Lord 
Sending:  # 439 – Soon and Very Soon 
    

Nov. 18  Lectionary 33 
Gathering: # 632 – O God, Our Help In Ages Past 
Hymn of Praise: # 715 – Christ, Be Our Light (V. 1) 
Hymn of the Day: # 707 – Lord Of Glory, You Have Brought Us 
Communion: # 674 – Let Us Talents And Tongues Employ  
Sending:  # 441 – O Happy Day When We Shall Stand 
 

Nov. 25  Christ The King  
Gathering:  # 634 – All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ 
Name 
Hymn of Praise: # 638 – Blessed Assurance (v. 1 & 3) 
Hymn of the Day: # 855 – Crown Him With Many Crowns 
Communion: # 616 – Jesus, Remember Me 
Sending:  # 805 – Lead On, O King Eternal 

 
 

NOVEMBER SUNDAY HYMNS 
 

Nov. 5    All Saints Sunday 
Gathering: # 728 – Blest Are They  
  (v. 3 – women, v. 4 – men, all sing refrain) 
Hymn of the Day: # 422 – For All The Saints (v. 1-3) 
Communion: # 423 – Shall We Gather At The River 
Sending:  # 422 – For All The Saints (v. 4-7) 
 

Nov. 12  Lectionary 32 
Gathering: # 436 – Wake, Awake, For Night Is Flying 
Hymn of the Day: # 244 – Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers 
Communion: # 262 – Wait For The Lord (4x) 
  # 616 – Jesus, Remember Me  
Sending:  # 439 – Soon And Very Soon 
 

Nov. 19   Lectionary 33 (New Sound Sunday) 
Gathering: # 694 – Sing To The Lord Of Harvest 
Hymn of the Day: # 525 – You Are Holy 
Communion: # 692 – We Are An Offering 
Sending:  # 693 – Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
    

Nov. 26   Christ The King 
Gathering: # 344 – All Glory, Laud And Honor 
Hymn of the Day: # 820 – O Savior, Precious Savior 
Communion: # 854 – Blessing And Honor 
Sending:  # 634 – All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name 
 
 

On Christ The King Sunday:  
Hymn #883 – All people That On Earth Do Dwell (v. 1 & 5) 
instead of “Create In Me” 
 

The luncheon honoring the mem-
bers of our church who are 80 or 
older was a huge success.  It was a 
joy to see so many Older Wiser Lu-
theran Seniors attend the memora-
ble occasion.  Of the sixteen OWLS 

present, 4 were declared Hoot OWLS, as they are 
90 years old or older!  They were able to sit back, 
relax, and enjoy a delicious meal.  Barth Tamenne 
provided soft background guitar music, Pastor 
Wayne delivered an interesting short message re-
garding an owl found in the Bible, and Nancy 
Sheehan led the hymn sing made up of the OWLS’ 
favorite songs.  Thank you to our to Betty Molnar for 
creating the OWL favors and table centerpieces, 
and to Tammy Scanga for baking and decorating 
delicious OWL cakes! 
 

A special thanks to Christ Lutheran’s Youth Group 
for sharing their time and their smiles, and for their 
pleasant interaction with all of the attendees.  This 
group, led by Trish Lasher, includes Joseph and 
Johnny Lasher, Kayleigh Marian, Paul McClintock, 
Holly and Cara Monroe, Bryce Sukel, Alana 
Tensuan, and Grace and Sophia Wilson.  They did 
an outstanding job welcoming the guests, serving 
the meal, pouring the beverages, clearing the ta-
bles, and helping in the kitchen! 
 

And finally, to the many volunteers for helping with 
the luncheon and to all of the OWLS and their 
guests for giving our church congregation the op-
portunity to get together for fun and fellowship, we 
say thank you! 
 

Romaine Miller  ~   
Caring Hearts and Hands 

 

Annual Congregational Christmas Party! 
 

Date:  December 3rd  
Time:  6:00 pm 
Place: Rivertowne Pour House,  
 Monroeville 
Cost:  $28.50 per person 
 

Please join us for an evening of good food and great 
fellowship. Everyone is welcome to attend.  Our din-
ner will be buffet-style—with rolls, coffee, tea, and 
dessert included. 
 

We’ve placed a sign-up sheet in the entry-hallway.  
 

Please make checks payable to Christ’s Lutheran 
Church.  You can include your check with your  
contribution to our ministry in your offering  
envelope. 
 

Please contact the church office if you have any questions.  

Hope to see you there! 
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For NOVEMBER please put your 
shoeboxes together for Operation 

Christmas Child and drop them off in 
the collection bin marked for  
Operation Christmas Child by  

November 12th..  
 

Thank you for your support! 
 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be 

held on Saturday morning,  

NOVEMBER 18th at 8:00 am in the 

lower social hall.  Bring a hearty 

appetite and enjoy hanging out with the guys. 

Our next SCRAPBOOKING gathering will 

be Friday, NOVEMBER 10th at 6:00 pm. 

We usually meet on the second Friday of 

every month. Please contact Betty Molnar 

at 724-327-3437 with questions. 

November 2017 - Lutheran & Catholic Joint 
Comemoration of the Reformation: Did You Know? 

 

In 2017, Lutherans and Catholics world-wide are 
prayerfully commemorating the 500th anniversary 
of the beginning of the Reformation.  Of this com-
memoration, Pope Francis has said:  “As Catholics 
and Lutherans, we have undertaken a common 
journey of reconciliation.  Now, in the context of the 
commemoration of the Reformation of 1517, we 
have a new opportunity to accept a common path, 
one that has taken shape over the past fifty years in 
the ecumenical dialogue between the Lutheran 
World Federation and the Catholic Church.  We 
have the opportunity to mend a critical moment of 
our history by moving beyond the controversies and 
disagreements that have often prevented us from 
understanding one another.”  

 

The Westmoreland County Food Bank 
hosts an annual Fall Food Share Food 
Drive that is held for 5 weekends prior 
to Thanksgiving at select Giant Eagle 
Stores. 
 

Over the past couple of years, the youth of our church 
have volunteered to hand out shopping lists to customers 
at the entrance of stores for 2 hour shifts. Once shoppers 
are finished, they drop off their donated items to our kids 
on the way out. The kids do a fabulous job engaging the 
customers and incredibly well with the amount of dona-
tions gathered! 
 

These donations are critical this time of year as they as-
sist the food bank with providing food to pantries, meal 
programs, soup kitchens, emergency shelters and child-
care programs. 
 

Please join us at the NORTH HUNTINGDON/IRWIN 
GIANT EAGLE on 11/12/17 from 1-3pm and help West-
moreland County Food Bank reduce hunger and help 
provide food for those in need.   
 

The address is: 8901 State Route 30. IRWIN, 15642. 
The store's phone number is (724) 864-0100 
 

We will be home in plenty of time for catechism class 
and remember students - this is an excellent activity 
to log into your faith book to help meet class require-
ments. 
 

Please let me know if  you'll be attending and pass on to 
any that I may have missed or that may be interested. 
 

Thank you! 
Trish Lasher 

 
 
 

2018 Council Members Needed 
 

Each year, Christ’s Lutheran has to replace one third (four 
members) of council as written in our constitution.  The 
nominating committee has begun their efforts to contact 
members and recruit candidates.  The work of council is 
essential for the church to conduct business. 
 

What does it mean to be a member of our Church Council?  
Council members are expected to attend monthly Council 
meetings and to be active participants in worship and 
church-sponsored events.  Each Council member is asked 
to participate in the ministry of one of our committees; 
however, Council members do not have to chair the com-
mittees. There are church members who are willing to 
help. Support will also come from the church officers and 
Pastor Wayne. 
 

If you would like to help us make the decisions that shape 
our ministry at Christ’s, please consider serving on Church 
Council in 2018.  Don’t worry If you have never served on 
Council before.  We have a very dedicated group of com-
mittees, supporters and mentors that will help you along 
the way.  If you have served before, we can always use 
your experience.  Thank you for considering sharing your 
time and talents at Christ’s. 

Our Sewing Group meets on Tues-
day mornings at 9:00 am.  Contact 
Leslie Sill at 412-793-2546 if you 

have questions.   

Come join us! 



 

 

  THE COMMITTEES OF THE CONGREGATION WHOSE PRIMARY PURPOSE IS TO SUPPORT AND  
  IMPLEMENT OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY ARE ORGANIZED AS FOLLOWS: 

 
  Parish Ministry Committees: 
  Youth Ministry—Trish Lasher 
  Educational Ministry—Melany Andree 
  Worship & Music—Ron Fuehrer 
  Fellowship—Carol Tamenne   
   
  Parish Resources Committees: 
  Finance—Wally Utley 
  Parish Administration—Kris Meade 
  Property—Eric Gipson  
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  Officers: 
  President—Bela Molnar 
  Vice-President—Jim Scanga 
  Secretary 
  Acting Treasurer—Erich Sill 
  Financial Secretary—Bela Molnar 
 
  Parish Outreach Committees: 
  Evangelism—Linda Paulovitch 
  Social Ministry—Judy Bernardini 
  Stewardship—Bill Crossland 

THE CHURCH COUNCIL HOLDS ITS REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS ON THE THIRD MONDAY OF  
EACH MONTH AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE CHURCH.  THE NOVEMBER COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON  
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 20th.  THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO ATTEND THESE MEETINGS. 


