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Have you noticed that everything in the Church is “green” these days? 
 
 

Green is the color of growth and vitality. Many plants signal the arrival of 
warmer weather in the Spring by displaying new green leaves. The green 
leaves on plants absorb the summer sunlight, and transform it into much-
needed energy through the miracle of photosynthesis. I’ve noticed that we are in the “Season 
of Growth” because I need to mow the grass in my lawn every week and stay ahead of the 
weeds. Green is the color of growth and vitality – and that’s why many Christians use green 
paraments on the altar and why many pastors wear green stoles during the season of Pente-
cost. 
 

Most churches are craving new growth and vitality these days. People in the Church can’t help 
but notice that worship attendance has been falling and that financial resources are tight. 
Many churches are aging as young people drift away – sometimes because they’ve decided to 
move to new and exciting places, and sometimes because they simply can’t “connect” with 
what the Church is doing. It’s hard to find volunteers. It’s hard to find the energy that’s needed 
to remain on the front lines of ministry. And this growing reality in the Church can create a 
mentality of scarcity. We focus more upon what we don’t have than upon what we do have. 
We spend our time thinking about things we’re not doing instead of reflecting upon the ways 
that God’s using us to accomplish His purposes. A mentality of scarcity always tells us we 
don’t have enough. And when we get overcome by that type of thinking, we get discouraged 
and do even less. 
 

But one of the great promises of Holy Scripture is one that tells us that “the harvest is plenti-
ful.” (Matthew 9:37) People may not be attending worship services as often as they did 
in the past, but that doesn’t mean that people aren’t thinking about their relationship with God. 
We may need to learn how to tell the story of our ministry in new and creative ways, so that 
people can see that the ministry we’re doing is vital and important. People who are not affiliat-
ed with our congregation aren’t likely to walk through the unlocked doors of our church on 
Sunday morning to see what’s happening, but that doesn’t mean that they’re not visiting our 
church website during the week. Thoughts of scarcity cause us to withdraw into death-creating 
and congregation-killing discouragement, but thoughts of abundance and plenty create excite-
ment and new growth. 
 

So, how does life-giving ministry unfold in this Season of growth? It begins when people, just 
like us, see the difference between what they see and what they believe God wants. Do you 
think that God doesn’t care about the one-third of all children in our local community who go to 
school every day without breakfast - when their school-provided breakfast disappears during 
the summer? Do you think God doesn’t care about the ninety-one people who die from opioid 
overdoses in our country every day –  
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some in our own community? Does God not care about the 22 veterans who commit suicide each 
day in America? Has God abandoned the children in our community who are being bullied? Has our 
God walked away from older people in our community who are lonely because they’re not able to 
leave their homes? Does God abandon people who grieve? Does God turn away from people who 
are experiencing abuse, who are recovering from addictions, who are facing a life-altering illness or 
disease, who are struggling with a mental illness, or who have lost their job? I don’t think so…. 
 

In this “green” season of the Church year, we’re asked to reflect upon what excites us and upon 
what creates passion in our lives. God made us to be people who change the world! God made us – 
and draws us together in the communities that we call “churches,” so that we can work together; 
draw on the excitement and energy other people; and go into the world, filled to the brim with the 
Holy Spirit, to bring the Reign of God into our struggling world. That’s what ministry is. That’s what 
creates new growth and vitality. 
 

And so, during this “green” season of the Church year, I want to challenge you to dream the dreams 
that God has for the Church of Jesus Christ in the 21

st
 Century. The harvest is plentiful! God has 

told us that He’ll lead and guide us as we pray and worship. The Holy Spirit will direct our work and 
open doors that need to be opened. And all that we need to do is “ask the Lord of the harvest to 
send-out laborers” (Matthew 9:38) who can become passionate about spreading the Good 
News of Jesus Christ in a struggling world where many people are crippled by the types of “scarcity 
mentality” that steal hope, vitality, and life-filled futures from God’s people. 
 

      ~ Pastor Wayne 
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COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS ~ JUNE 19, 2017 
 
 
 

 A fall Octoberfest celebration for the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in lieu of the church picnic was 
discussed 

 $2,641.70 was raised at the Flea Market this year bringing the total receipts to $18,995.70 since 2008.  
Judy Bernardini thanked all of our volunteers with special mention to youth members Paul and Ruby 
McClintock.  The proceeds were divided between the Blackburn Center and our Family Fund.  The com-
mittee will not meet in July and August and will resume meeting in September.  

 The next Worship & Music meeting is on Monday, July 10th at 7:00 pm. 
 Rally Day will be held on September 10th. 
 VBS is July 10th-14th  
 July 30-Youth group meeting from 4-6 PM.  August- Sandcastle trip – date TBD.  September- Murrysville 

Alliance Church Reality Tour –An award winning grassroots drug prevention program developed by the 

nonprofit CANDLE, Inc.  Reality Tour is a parent/student (ages 10-17) prevention experience.  The pro-

gram shows the consequences of drug and alcohol abuse, teaches parent/child home prevention skills 

and includes a Q&A session with law enforcement and a person in recovery.  $5/participant to attend. 

Date to be announced. 

 The 2016 church audit was completed by Dave Hanshew, Roger and Barbra Little, and Wally Utley.  All 
records reviewed were found to be in satisfactory order. 

 Correspondence was received from the Blackburn Center thanking us for the donation made from the 
Flea Market receipts and from World Vision. 

 Council approved Kris Meade as Parish Administration Council person. 
 Pastor Wayne discussed how ministry has changed and that emphasis on paying off the church’s debt is 

necessary. 
 Bela Molnar talked about grouping council positions together and forming teams rather than one person 

heading up a committee in regard to the upcoming council nominations. 
 The next regular council meeting will be held on Monday, July 17th at 7:00 pm. 
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Mission Moment: Mission-Partnerships 
 
 

It’s abundantly clear that times are changing. 
 

We’re blessed with many kind and generous people at Christ’s Lutheran Church. We’re blessed with many 
people who continue to walk the extra mile and step up to plate – sometimes as a one-person army. We 
have a Council filled with dedicated and talented volunteers. Many people continue to generously support our 
mission with their time and energy – often quietly working behind the scenes. And financial support for mis-
sion and ministry has been strong this year – even though we’re running an $8,000 deficit. 
 

It’s abundantly clear that times are changing. 
 

It’s not always easy for us to find volunteers. It’s not always easy for us to find people who are willing to do 
things as simple as wash our Communion glasses, teach a Sunday School class, or serve as a worship as-
sistant. It’s not ever easy to find people who are willing to serve on our Church Council or to help with the 
work of one of our committees. It’s even harder to make plans when we’re not certain that we will have the 
people and resources we need to accomplish the goals that Christ sets before us. 
 

One path forward in ministry is built upon the idea of Mission-Partnerships. 
 

Mission-Partnerships are based upon one, simple and lasting truth: God is a God who calls ALL His people 
into mission and ministry. The mission of the Church is one that requires deep levels of cooperation, and the 
sharing of a multitude of gifts and talents. The Bible clearly tells us that the Spirit of God blesses the Church 
with every gift that it needs to move forward in life and ministry. Mission-Partnerships are formed with the 
baptized people of God join hands in life-giving ministry. Mission-Partnerships are formed in the community 
of the Church when EVERYBODY realizes that the call of ministry is extended to ALL of us in the waters of 
Baptism. We’ve all been baptized into the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We have all been called to 
serve as ambassadors of the Reign of God as it continues to break into the world and into our community. 
God’s call may be fulfilled by different people in different ways, but God’s call has been issued to ALL. 
 
Mission-Partnerships can be extended beyond the walls of the Church and can embrace the gifts and talents 
of people in our community who are not even “members” of our congregation! 
 

 What would ministry look like if we reached-out to local schools in our area because we heard Christ’s 
call to feed hungry children in our own community? What would ministry look like if Christ stood at the 
center of the wheel; and Christ’s Lutheran Church offered a place where children could be fed, worked 
with a local PTA to get volunteers, coordinated shipments of food from a local Food Bank, and worked 
with local schools to connect with hungry children? 

 

 What would ministry look like if we partnered with the Blackburn Center to call attention to the bullying 
and domestic abuse that’s happening every day in our community? What would ministry look like if we 
more intentionally created and developed a partnership with the Blackburn Center, so that we could work 
as partners to extend high-quality counseling services in Westmoreland County, expand volunteer sup-
port for the 24/7 toll-free crisis line, help the Center to identify volunteers who could be trained to support 
local victims of sexual assault when they go to the hospital, and help to build bridges between the Black-
burn Center and the leaders of our local churches, synagogues, temples and mosque? 

- Continued on next page 
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KINDERMUSIK IS COMING! 
 

 Kindermusik International is an established community of educators passionately committed to 
bringing the power of music to children and their families around the world.  The Kindermusik mission is 
summed up in four words: JOY-CONNECTION-ACCEPTANCE-GROWTH 
 
 A Kindermusik classroom is a place where everyone is welcome and the focus is on play, music and 
learning, while developing critical early-learning skills. Every class is an opportunity for babies, toddlers and 
preschoolers and their families to experience the joy of music! 
 
 The local chapter, under the direction of Christa Beck, currently holds classes in Natrona Heights for 
children from birth through age 5, and is branching out to this area.  
 
 

 Classes will be held on Fridays at Christ’s beginning September 8th.  
  Two classes will be offered this fall: 

  Toddler Class (2 & 3 yr. old) – Fridays at 10:00am 
  Baby Class (0 & 1 yr. old) – Fridays at 11:00am 

 
 

                                  Registration for the fall classes will open later this summer. 
 

                               For more information and/or to register: 
                            www.kindermusikwithchrista.com  

 What would ministry look like if we began a partnership with our County Commissioners, deepened our 
partnership with Narcotics Anonymous, and worked with the healthcare providers in our local community 
to develop centers where people who are addicted to opioids and their families could receive the support 
they deserve? What would our ministry look like at Christ’s Lutheran Church if we were able to draw upon 
the insights that have been gained by the growing partnership between the County Commissioners and 
local churches in Butler County? Perhaps a growing partnership with our Christian brothers and sisters in 
Butler County could help to shorten the learning curve for people who want to address the crisis of opioid 
use in our own local schools and community? 

 

It’s clear that times are changing in our community, in our nation, and even in the Church. And it’s just as 
clear that Mission-Partnerships can provide a clear path forward in 21st Century ministry. 
 

Will you help me to explore the opportunities that Mission-Partnerships can create for our church and for our 
community? 
 

Will you help me to identify partnerships that members of Christ’s Lutheran Church can embrace with pas-
sion, energy and excitement? 
 

The Church of Jesus Christ will continue to move through times of strong, unstoppable, and dramatic shifts as 
it moves through the 21st Century. And we can find strength and passion in ministry, knowing that Jesus 
Christ is the Lord of the Church and that Christ has promised to journey with us as we move into the future 
God intends. We need to keep asking ourselves: “What would ministry look like if…?” – because that’s how 
churches and organizations move into an unknown future when things they never thought would change 
begin to shift. 
 

      ~ Pastor Wayne 

http://www.kindermusikwithchrista.com
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2018 Contribution Envelopes 
 

For the year 2018, we will be reassigning all envelope numbers greater than 200 to one that is less than 200. 
For the past few years we have been using only 60% of the envelopes that have been ordered.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact the church office.          ~ Financial Secretary 
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Do you like to take pictures? 
 

Most of us walk around with a camera in our hands every day. 
 
I remember the “good old days” (yes, I’ll admit I’m aging) when I needed to carry my camera, several 
rolls of film, and several packs of flash cubes (do you remember those crazy things?) in a great, big 
case around my neck. 
 
I remember days when I needed to carry a camera; several different types of lenses; several different 
types of film; and, of course, the bulky flash unit that attached to the top of the camera. 
 
But, things are easier now, aren’t they? Many of us carry a cell-phone with a built-in camera. Many of us have learned 
that all we need to do is touch the screen on our cell-phone to open our camera app. And, with the touch of our finger, 
we’re ready to go. In fact, the digital cameras in many of our cell-phones are some of the best cameras that we can buy! 
 

We need people who like to take pictures…. 
 

We’ve created a new website for our church and we’re always looking for pictures that we can share with people who 
want to learn more about the ministry of our church. We’re reaching more and more people through our new Facebook 
site, and we’re getting ready to create some new videos that tell the story of our ministry. Pictures. We need pictures. We 
need people to take pictures of activities at our church and to share them with us – so that we can continue to tell the 
story of what’s happening at our church. 
 
Here’s what we need you to do: 
 
1.  Take pictures when you attend church activities. It’s easy to do. It’s doesn’t require a big investment of time. But, as 
 we all know – when it’s everybody’s job, it’s nobody’s job. Right? 
 
2.  Once you have a picture in your phone, please share it with us! Most of us have hundreds (even thousands) of pic
 tures that we’ve taken – but they reside in the memory of our cell-phones or somewhere in the Cloud. Why not share 
 them? You can very easily share your pictures with us through the new church app that we’ve created by using the 
 “submit” option. 
 

 If you don’t have our new church app installed on your phone, it is easy to install. You can search for “Christ’s Mur-
rysville” in the Apple App Store or in the Google Play Store. You can also find a link to the app on our website: 
www.christsmurrysville.org 

 Once you have the app installed, click the menu option in the top, left corner of your screen and find “Submit.” If you 
touch “Submit,” you will be taken to the screen where you can share your new picture or video with us. It’s that easy! 

 And BTW, while you’re using our new church app, you might want to visit our church website, listen to a sermon that 
you missed on a weekend when you didn’t attend worship, read the newest additions in Pastor Wayne’s blog, see 
pictures of some of the things that are happening at the church, or even support our mission by scheduling a recur-
ring financial gift. 

 
3. And lastly, if you would rather share a printed copy of your picture, you can do that, too! We have a bulletin board in 

our entryway where we collect and post pictures that we’ve collected. All that you need to do is leave your picture in 
the church office. We’ll be happy to post your picture on the bulletin board in the entryway – creating a picture history 
that tells the story of the things we’re doing at the church. 

 
Please help us to create a picture-history of our ministry that we can share on our church’s website and on our new Fa-

cebook page! We live in an age where most young people look at a church’s website before they ever come into the 
building. The pictures you take (and share with us) can help us to tell the story of our ministry and to tell the story of what 
God’s doing, right here, at Christ’s Lutheran Church. 

http://www.christsmurrysville.org
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The Shofar 
 

Reading through the entire Bible can be a deeply enriching experience for Christians of every age! God opens our 
hearts and minds as we explore His Word and the Holy Spirit stirs our hearts as we read and digest Holy Scripture. 
The Bible, itself, tells us that “the Word of God is living and active” (Hebrews 4:12) and that the words of the Bible 
judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
 
Perhaps, you’ve tried a “Through the Bible” program that encouraged you to begin to read the Bible in Genesis; 
but, your progress came to a complete halt when you began working your way through Leviticus. Many people, 
who enthusiastically begin to read through the Bible, become discouraged when they fall behind – and realize they 
just don’t have enough time to catch-up with the scheduled readings. I’m hoping that this attempt to guide you 
through the Bible, over the course of a 52-week period, will be both different and more manageable. 
 
First, I’m going to “take the pressure off” by providing the readings on a weekly basis, so that you don’t become 
overwhelmed and I’m going to simply encourage you to just keep moving forward. If you miss a day, now and 
then, don’t worry about it! Just stay focused and read the chapters of the Bible that are being suggested for that 
day. It’s far better to keep moving forward – even if you miss a reading, now and then – than to tightly chain your-
self to a strict routine that you will, most likely, abandon. 
 
Second, I’m going to “take the pressure off” by providing a mixture of readings from very different parts of the Bi-
ble. I’m hoping that if you find a particular book of the Bible hard to understand that you’ll just keep moving through 
the reading knowing that tomorrow’s reading will be from a different part of the Bible. And please, if you’ve just dis-
covered this “Through the Bible” reading program today, don’t think that you need to start by going to the begin-
ning of the list and starting at “Week 1” (although you may want to do that at some point). Just begin moving 
though the Bible with this week’s suggested readings. Remember: you are reading through the Bible with other 
faithful Christians who are reading the same part of that Bible that you are each day! 
 
And third, I’m going to “take the pressure off” by encouraging you to create a routine that will help you to set-aside 
time to read God’s Word each day (if you don’t already have a regularly, scheduled time for daily Bible reading and 
prayer) realizing that most of us can create new “habits” by doing something, each day, for 21 days. Just imagine, 
in just three short weeks, you’ll develop a routine where reading God’s Word becomes a part of every single day! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Week #18: July 2-8 
Sunday: 2 Corinthians 4-5; Monday: Exodus 17-20; Tuesday: 2 Samuel 5-9; Wednesday: Psalms 51-53; Thurs-
day: Job 35-36; Friday: Jeremiah 27-31; Saturday: Mark 15-16 
 

Week #19: July 9-15 
Sunday: 2 Corinthians 6-8; Monday: Exodus 21-24; Tuesday: 2 Samuel 10-14; Wednesday: Psalms 54-56; Thurs-
day: Job 37-38; Friday: Jeremiah 32-36; Saturday: Luke 1-2 
 

Week #20: July 16-22 
Sunday: 2 Corinthians 9-10; Monday: Exodus 25-28; Tuesday: 2 Samuel 15-19; Wednesday: Psalms 57-59; 
Thursday: Job 39-40; Friday: Jeremiah 37-41; Saturday: Luke 3-4 
 

Week #21: July 23-29 
Sunday: 2 Corinthians 11-13; Monday: Exodus 29-32; Tuesday: 2 Samuel 20-24; Wednesday: Psalms 60-62; 
Thursday: Job 41-42; Friday: Jeremiah 42-46; Saturday: Luke 5-6 
 

Week #22: July 30 - Aug 5 
Sunday: Galatians 1-3; Monday: Exodus 33-36; Tuesday: 1 Kings 1-4; Wednesday: Psalms 63-65; Thursday: 
Proverbs 1; Friday: Jeremiah 47-52; Saturday: Luke 7-8 
 

Week #23: Aug 6-12 
Sunday: Galatians 4-6; Monday: Exodus 37-40; Tuesday: 1 Kings 5-9; Wednesday: Psalms 66-68; Thursday: 
Proverbs 2-3; Friday: Lamentations; Saturday: Luke 9-10 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjSrKGo-7_TAhXH7SYKHZbdB7QQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fpic-365096738%2Fstock-vector-god-loves-you-typography-poster-vector-quote-for-god.html&ps
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Week #24: Aug 13-19 
Sunday: Ephesians 1-3; Monday: Leviticus 1-3; Tuesday: 1 Kings 10-13; Wednesday: Psalms 69-71; Thursday: 
Proverbs 4; Friday: Ezekiel 1-6; Saturday: Luke 11-12 
 

Week #25: Aug 20-26 
Sunday: Ephesians 4-6; Monday: Leviticus 4-6; Tuesday: 1 Kings 14-18; Wednesday: Psalms 72-74; Thursday: 
Proverbs 5-6; Friday: Ezekiel 7-12; Saturday: Luke 13-14 
 

Week #26: Aug 27 - Sept 2 
Sunday: Philippians 1-2; Monday: Leviticus 7-9; Tuesday: 1 Kings 19-22; Wednesday: Psalms 75-77; Thursday: 
Proverbs 7; Friday: Ezekiel 13-18; Saturday: Luke 15-16 
 

Please join our youth group as we have a meeting on July 30 in the upstairs  
social hall from 4 to 6 PM. 
 
There will be food, fun, games and fellowship as we look to the future regarding 
monthly fall and winter events/opportunities for fun and service to our community.  
 

The youth group is open to members of our church (as well as friends!)  
that are in seventh grade and above.  

 
Consider joining us in our youth ministry. 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Trish Lasher at 412-956-2294. 

2017 Flea Market Huge Success!!!! 
 

2017 was another fantastic year for our annual Flea Mar-
ket, with $2641.70 in flea market and bake goods/
concessions sales!!!  This year’s proceeds were split 
equally between our CLC Family Fund and the Blackburn 
Center. 
 

Pastor Wayne was in charge of “praying for a sunny and 
not too hot day” and God answered our prayer!  Our park-
ing lot was crammed with bargain hunters waiting for our 
doors to open! 
 

Our thanks to all of our hard workers who spent countless 
hours unpacking, cleaning, sorting, pricing, selling and 
packing up after the sale. Our Concessions/Bake Sale 
crew was ready to feed our hungry shoppers and our Out-
side crew was busy selling all of those larger items that 
didn’t fit inside! Special thanks to two of our youth mem-
bers, Ruby and Paul McClintock for helping with the Bake 
Sale.  
 

This year, we again had many first time helpers who, 
hopefully, will come back next year! (This is a great way 
to get involved with our church, whether it’s for an 
hour or several days) 
 

We thank all of you at CLC who parted with your 
“treasures”, donated baked goods and purchased 
some of the many items we had for sale or made a 
cash donation to help support our worthy causes! 
Since 2008 (when we started recording our sales), the 
Flea Market has raised $18,995.70!!! 
 
 

Judy Bernardini           Social Ministry Committee 

New Ministry Opportunity! 
 

We all need to be reminded that peo-
ple care about us and that people are 
keeping us in their prayers when 
we’re moving through difficult times, 
and that’s why we are starting a new 
Prayer Shawl ministry at Christ’s Lutheran Church this Fall. 
 

Prayer Shawls are used to reach-out to people who are in need 
of comfort and solace, but can also be given to people in times 
of celebration and joy. The person who is making the shawl 
begins by saying a prayer, and by asking God to bless the per-
son who will receive it. Prayers continue as the Prayer Shawl is 
being created, and a final prayer is said before the shawl is 
brought to the church. A final blessing is offered during a wor-
ship service at the church before the Prayer Shawl is sent on its 
way. As each prayer is offered, blessings ripple from person-to-
person, and both the giver and the receiver of the Prayer Shawl 
are drawn closer to God and to one another. 
 

Prayer Shawls are normally crocheted or knit, but they can also 
be sewn or quilted. What’s most important is the Prayer Shawl 
is created in love and in in times of prayer. 
 

We need your help if you can crochet, knit, sew, or quilt. We 
have patterns that we can share with you, but want to leave the 
prayerful creativity in the hands of people who are creating each 
shawl. We hope to bless the shawls during a worship service 
and to have them available in the Narthex of our church, so that 
people can take them – either for themselves, or for people that 
they know and love. 
 

If this ministry interests you, please contact Sandy Buehner at 
sandybuehner@gmail.com to let her know that you’re willing to 

help. We, also, want to extend a word of thanks to Jayne Gus-
tafson, who has expressed a willingness to lend us a quilt rack, 

so that we can display the Prayer Shawls that are available for 
use and distribution in our Narthex. 
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This year’s Vacation Bible School adventure is Operation Arctic: Exploring 
the Coolest Book on the Planet.  At Operation Arctic, the kids will explore 
the coolest Book on the planet and discover how we can know for sure 
that the Bible is God’s written word to us!  We have wonderful lessons, 
cool science experiments, fun games, and kid-friendly Bible stories to 
share.  This year’s VBS will be July 10th-14th  from 9am-Noon.  We need all 
the help we can get to help make this year’s VBS a safe and fun environ-
ment for everyone involved.  If you are able to help, please sign the sheet 
in the lobby.  We will need help with preparation, decorating, registration, 
food prep, teaching, experiments, music, games, and group leaders.  If 
you can give one hour, one day or the whole week, we need you.  This is 
a very important ministry to the youth at Christ’s and our community.  

Thank you for your support.  Please contact Melany Andree with any questions at 724-697-4279 or 
brettmelandree@gmail.com.  It promises be a flurry of fun and excitement at Operation Arctic! 

Appreciate God’s Creation 
 
 

The world in which we live is one of the greatest proofs for the existence of God. The very fact that the uni-
verse exists at all points to a Creator. Even the most cynical scientist does not believe that everything around 
us came from nothing. There had to be a beginning. And if there was a beginning, there had to be Someone 
to begin everything (Genesis 1:1). 
 

But God didn’t just create the world; He designed it. Whether you study the cosmos or the human body, you 
will find that the systems and cycles and rhythms of life operate with incredible precision. And like many oth-
ers, including a large number of the world’s top scientist, you will conclude that all of it came from an intelli-
gent Designer, who is powerful, personal and loving. 
 

 The apostle Paul put it this way: 
 

 From the time the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky and all that God made. They can 
clearly see his invisible qualities, his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no excuse whatsoever for 
not knowing God. (ROMANS 1:20 NLT) 
 

Yet in spite of the evidence around us, people have done a strange thing. They have chosen to focus on the 
creation rather than the Creator. Paul wrote that people worship “the things God made but not the Creator 
himself” (Romans 1:25 NLT). That would be like seeing a beautiful painting and concluding that the artist had 
nothing to do with it, or that the artist really didn’t matter. 
 

The same thing goes for God’s creation. We are to appreciate it, protect it, and even manage it while preserv-
ing it. But we should never worship creation. All praise should go to the Creator, God Almighty. 
 
 

…In The Small Stuff 
 

 Your view of the world and how it works is directly related to your view of origins. 
 Your view of origins will determine your worldview. 
 When it comes to origins, there are only two alternatives: Either God created the heavens and the earth, 

or He didn’t. 
 If God didn’t create the heavens and the earth, they happened by themselves. 
 It is impossible for something to come from nothing. 
 Don’t’ get hung up on how long ago God made the heavens and the earth. 
 Don’t get hung up on how long it took God to make the heavens and the earth. 
 When you experience beauty in nature, praise the Creator. 
 Take time to appreciate God’s created world. 
 Science is not the enemy of God, and religion is not the enemy of science. After all, when God made the 

world, He made science possible. 
 You can learn a great deal about God by studying His creation. 

 
 

Taken from “God is in The Small Stuff” by Authors Bruce & Stan 

mailto:brettmelandree@gmail.com
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Vacation Bible School – A Life-Changing Adventure 

 

Once upon a time, there was a little boy who was looking for something to do during the steaming hot days of July. He ’d been out of 
school for more than a month. He’d already worn ruts in the grass - while riding his bicycle around in the yard. He’d spent hours in the 
woods digging in the dirt, and had been shooting at chipmunks with a bow and arrow made of sticks and a rubber band for weeks. 
Time passed slowly. And the beginning of school was more than a month away. 
 

And then, one morning, the little boy’s mother got him out of bed and took him to the church. The church was decorated with long, 
colorful streamers that moved every time the electric fans swished past them; and there were rocks made of brown, crumbled paper 
on the floor. Little kids were running everywhere, and the energy was incredible! Grown-ups tried their hardest to split the kids by age 
groups and they pinned a colorful nametag to each child’s chest. And then, the singing began. Some lessons were taught. The floors 
of the church were littered with little pieces of paper as children went to work with scissors and glue. And, of course, there was a 
snack. Cookies. Cookies with bright red Kool Aid! Everybody knows that energized kids who are bouncing off the walls need more 
sugar. Right? 
 

And at the end of the week, every child who had come to the church every day got a copy of the Good News Bible. And the little boy 
was so excited! He took his Bible home and put it on the table beside his bed. And he read stories from the Bible every day. The edg-
es of the pages became dirty as time passed and the binding on the Bible became loose. But the little boy kept reading from the Bible 
every day. And as he grew into a teenager, he kept that Bible close at hand. And in the already-worn pages of the Bible, he came to 
know a man named Jesus who lived and died and rose again. And some of it made sense, and some of it didn’t. But that was OK. 
 

Many people don’t realize how important a week of Vacation Bible School can be in the life of a child. It’s not easy for parents to pack-
up their kids in the middle of the summer and drag them to the church. It’s not easy for a too-small army of volunteers to keep an eye 
on the children – while singing songs – and teaching lessons – and playing games – and washing hands – and completing a craft – 
and serving a snack in the basement of a church on hot summer days. It takes time to hang those long, colorful streamers and to 
make those paper rocks. It takes time to make the name-tags, and register all the kids, and to keep the kids safe. Someone always 
cuts their finger and needs a band-aid to make things better. Someone won’t like the snack. Someone won’t sit down during the les-
son, and a parent or two may need to be called because someone gets homesick. That’s Vacation Bible School in a nutshell, isn’t it? 
 

Back to the little boy…. 
 

Placing a Bible in the hands of little boy can do great things! A little boy can learn about the God who loves him when he reads what 
the Bible says. He wonders about things that some kids never think about. He asks questions. And, as the years continue to pass, 
seeds that were planted begin to grow. And little boys grow into men. And sometimes, those men grow into pastors who devote their 
lives to teaching others about the God that they’ve come to know and love. Some of those men – like me – grow into men who want 
people to know about Jesus, too. And the story of God’s love and embrace gets passed to another generation! 
 

And sometimes it begins with a week of Vacation Bible School. Sometimes, it begins when a small army of volunteers make long and 
colorful streamers that sway when an electric fan blows past them; make rocks from crumbled paper bags, put a band-aids on fingers; 
and place Good News Bibles in the hands of little children. Sometimes, it all begins when a small army of God’s people commit them-
selves to opening their hearts and to opening the doors of their building, so that little kids can hear the story of God ’s love. 
 

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.” ~ Matthew 28:19-20   
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We ask that you continue to pray for CLC members, family, and friends of members who are  
included on our weekly bulletin prayer list.  Thank You! 

  On Prayer and Faith 
 

I’ve been inviting you to read through the Bible with other members of our church and to spend some time praying about 
common themes in the last few months. We began to include the Shofar in our weekly bulletin and to add a list of weekly 
Bible readings to our newsletter. I sincerely hope that you’ve been joining us in this year’s journey through the Bible; and 
that you have, also, lifted-up the things we’ve asked you to pray about during your times of daily devotion. Prayer is power-
ful. The daily reading of God’s Word is vitally important to the life of Christians and to the ministry of the Church. Christ 
continues to lead His people as they immerse themselves in the teachings of Holy Scripture and as they spend time in dai-
ly prayer. The Holy Spirit moves in our church as we read and digest the words of the Bible together. Churches that are not 
immersed in the Bible and in common prayer have no gasoline in their tank, and they are not able to accomplish what God 
wants them to do. It’s that simple. Churches fail when people stop reading the Bible and stop spending time in prayer. 
 

Many Christians get confused in their life of prayer because they confuse their times of prayer with reaching goals and re-
sults. We go to God with a long list of things we want and are disappointed when God fails to give us what we think we 
deserve. We decide how much time we “should” pray and we try to reach those goals. Many Christians focus times of 
prayer upon the things that are happening in their lives, and in the lives of people they know and love. Some Christians 
even long for “epiphany moments” when the sky opens and the voice of God becomes clear! However, as Christians 
spend time in prayer, one of the most important things they need to realize is that Christ commands us to pray, so that 
we’re regularly spending some time in the presence of the Lord. 
 

 How would you respond if I asked you to tell me why you pray? 

 Christ asked people, “What do you want me to do for you?” With that in mind, how would you respond to me if I asked 
you to tell me what you most desire from God when you pray? 

 How can spending time in prayer help us to understand the heart of God in a way that could help direct our ministry in 
the coming year? 

 How can spending time in prayer help us to understand the heart of God in a way that could help us to build our minis-
try upon strong and lasting truths that do not change as our lives and as our community change with the passage of 
time? 

~ Pastor Wayne 

 

2017 HEIFER CONTRIBUTIONS RESULTS:   
 

  Heifer Project— $ 1,465.00   Heifer Project Kids— $74.00  

Gabriel Aguirre - grandson of friend of Marion O'Donnell  

Damian Arenth - grandson of Holly Kirsh  

Lala Battle - cousin of Rob Wilson  

Dorothy Beacom - CLC member  

Peter Bernardini - father of Rich Bernardini  

Carolyn Borquist - Nancy Sheehan's niece  

Sandy Buehner - CLC member  

Jimmy Diamond - friend of Sharon Pfeiffer  

Pastor Herb Dubler-former CLC Pastor  

Jim Eddy - son of Arlene Eddy  

Julie Fallin - friend of Dwight & Carolyn Schuetz  

Harold Fox - Pastor Wayne's brother-in-law  

Bobby Glunt - CLC member  

Nancy Hartwick - friend of Sandy Buehner  

Tammy Hay - daughter of cousin's fiancee of Marion O'Donnell 

John Heilman - brother of Jane Montgomery  

Ken Hinkleman - CLC Member  

Abby Johnson - friend of Wally Utley  

  

Michael Kachman - nephew of Nancy Potochnik 

Rich Kardos - former CLC member 

Eleanor Landsberg - mother of Kurt Landsberg 

Joan Lipchik - CLC member 

David Little - son of Roger and Barb Little 

Grace Lucas - CLC member 

Derek McClemens - son of Greg & Debby McClemens 

Marion O'Donnell - CLC member 

Dan Pizzica - CLC member 

Ann Rockette - CLC member 

John Russell - son of Theresa Russell 

Theresa Russell - CLC member 

Doug Saville - friend of Oren Keibler 

Jim Shaffer - brother of Arlene Eddy 

Patti Smith - daughter of Frieda Cushing 

Wilma Stewart - mother of Tammy Scanga 

Dave Stucker - friend of Wally Utley 

Marion Surgent - daughter of Theresa Russell 

Marianne Trainor - CLC member 
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PRAYER CIRCLE 
 

If you have a prayer request, special concern or a thanksgiving to share, please contact  

Audrey Ferris, the Prayer Circle coordinator, at: (724) 327-3738 or audrey.m.ferris@gmail.com   

or the church office at: (412) 795-1212 or office@christsmurrysville.org .  (If you send an email to  

Audrey or to the church office, please indicate on the subject line that it relates to the prayer circle).    

The Prayer Circle is confidential; you need give only the information you are comfortable with.  Whatever the need is, 

the Prayer Circle is there for you and we will put your request on the list.  Also, please remember that many varieties of 

greeting cards are available on a small table in the church entryway.  If you would like to send a note to those on the 

bulletin prayer list or birthday list, just add a note and a stamp and send to brighten someone’s day!  

WE PRAY FOR OUR MISSION PARTNERS: 
 

JULY 2 
Audrey Mauro 
Larry Mauro 
Mary May 
Greg and Debby McClemens, Angelena Diulus 
 

JULY 9 
Stephanie, Paul and Ruby McClintock 
Rebekah, Stella, Charlotte and Lucy McKenzie 
George, Kristan, Bryan and Erick Meade 
Romaine Miller 
 

JULY 16 
Bela, Betty and Neena Molnar 
Mikie Mondale 
Michelle, Cara, Holly Rachael Monroe 
Derwood and Jane Montgomery 
 

JULY 23 
Kip, Cathy, Amanda, Nicole and Lance Mostowy 
Henry, Tiffany, Ava, Isabel Nazak 
Christina Nicolette 
Lori Nicolette and Nicole Dollman 
 

JULY 30 
Dan O’Block 
Mike and Marion O’Donnell 
Carol Oliver 
Jean Onofrey 
 

AUGUST 6 
James and Karen Palestra 
Roland, JoAnn, Christina, Jason, Justin Pastucha 
Lisa, Alexis, Rachel Pattock 
Eleanor Patton 
 

AUGUST 13 
Stephen and Linda Paulovitch 
Jan and Ben Peters 
James and Sharon Pfeiffer 
Justin Piper 
 

AUGUST 20 
Daniel and Inge Pizzica 
Patricia Plucinski 
David Polhamus 
Enid Polhamus 
 

AUGUST 27 
Melanie and Abbie Popa 
Joshua and Jenessa Porter 
Lawrence and Nancy Potochnik 
James and Elizabeth Reagan 
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JULY / AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
 

Please join us in extending the happiest of Birthday  
Wishes to the following Mission Partners who celebrate 
Birthdays in the month of JULY and AUGUST: 
 

JULY 1-8 
Marceil Hanshew  Tessa Van Orden 
Jeff Ferris   Alan Marian Jr. 
Marjorie Wagle   Fran Spagna 
Cooper Suhadolnik  Cameron Guercio 
George Truby   Gloria Zagorac 
 

JULY 9-12 
Gary Freilino   Barbara Hall 
Aaron Madden   Paul McClintock 
Kelly Roperti   Robert Trainor 
Jesse Scanga   Brett Andree 
JJ Tensuan   Brady Yurisinec 
 

JULY 13-21 
Erich Sill   Sandra Thompson 
Kate Kelly   Edna Dymond 
Nancy Holland   Dean Cook 
Zachary Freilino   Karen Palestra 
Julie Lascek   Brandon Towle 
 

JULY 22-31 
Jan Peters   Erin Guzzie 
Marti Hinkelman  Jacqueline Stempfer 
Michael Werner   Edward Buehner 
Nicholas Freilino  Ian Kaniecki 
Madison Gestrich  Emma Lyons 
Aaron Tamenne 
 

AUG 1-12 
Abbie Popa   Holly Kirsch 
Mirabella Andree  Pam Kuhn 
Joseph Markiewicz  Marianne Trainor 
Cara Monroe   Robert Wilson 
 

AUG 13-19 
David Hall   Noah Madden 
Enid Polhamus   Anna Sheasley 
Mary Conley   Santini Ho 
Scythe Ho   Audrey Mauro 
Denise Shanter   Dave Hanshew 
Gavin Rogers   Jason Pastucha 
Justin Pastucha   Ed Rupert 
 

AUG 23-31 
Mackenzie Favero  Ruby McClintock 
Joshua Porter   Amy Heberling 
Miranda Crofutt   Eric Ruzomberka 
Jamie Koteles   Maxwell Martin 
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JULY SATURDAY HYMNS 
 

July 1  Lectionary 13 
Gathering: #719 – Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of Life 
Hymn of Praise: #523 – Let Us Go Now To The Banquet 
   (Ref. & v. 1) 
Hymn of the Day: #641 – All Are Welcome (v. 1, 4 & 5) 
Communion: #592 – Just As I Am without One Plea 
Sending:  #887 – This Is My Song 
 
July 8   Lectionary 14 
Gathering: #765 – Lord Of All Hopefulness 
Hymn of Praise: #837 – Many And Great, O God 
Hymn of the Day: #332 – I Heard The Voice Of Jesus Say 
Communion: #726 – Light Dawns On A Weary World 
Sending:  #773 – Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
 
July 15  Lectionary 15 
Gathering: #793  Be Thou My Vision 
Hymn of Praise: #873  Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart 
Hymn of the Day: #807  Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing   
Communion: #492  Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup  
Sending:  #547  Sent Forth By God’s Blessing  
 
July 22  Lectionary 16 
Gathering: #694 – Sing To The Lord Of Harvest  
Hymn of Praise: #636 – How Small Our Span Of Life (v. 1 & 4)  
Hymn of the Day: #680 – We Plow The Fields And Scatter  
Communion: #689 – Praise And Thanksgiving  
Sending:  #565 – All Praise To Thee, My God, This Night  
 
July 29  Lectionary 17 
Gathering: #756 – Eternal Father, Strong To Save  
Hymn of Praise: #WOV 753 – You Are The Seed (v. 1 & ref.)  
Hymn of the Day: #790 – Day By Day  
Communion: #518 – We Eat The Bread Of Teaching  
Sending:  #767 – Lord, Take My Hand And Lead Me  
 
 
 
 

JULY SUNDAY HYMNS 
 

July 2   Lectionary 13 
Gathering: #719 – Where Cross The Crowded Ways Of Life 
Hymn of the Day: #765 – Lord Of All Hopefulness 
Communion: #592 – Just As I Am Without One Plea 
Sending:  #887 – This Is My Song 
 
July 9  Lectionary 14 
Gathering: #873 – Rejoice, Ye Pure In Heart 
Hymn of the Day: #608 – Softly And Tenderly, Jesus Is Calling 
Communion: #790 – Day By Day 
Sending:  #697 – Just A Closer Walk With Thee 
 
July 16  Lectionary 15 
Gathering: #533 – Open Now Thy Gates Of Beauty 
Hymn of the Day: #681 – We Plow The Fields And Scatter 
Communion: #465 – As The Grains Of Wheat  
Sending:  #550 - On What Has Now Been Sown 
    
July 23  Lectionary 16 
Gathering: #693 – Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
Hymn of the Day: #733 – Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Communion: #694 – Sing To The Lord Of Harvest 
Sending:  #638 – Blessed Assurance 
 
July 30  Lectionary 17 
Gathering: #532 – Gather Us In 
Hymn of the Day: #808 – Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 
Communion: #488 – Soul, Adorn Thyself With Gladness 
Sending:  #519 – Open Your Ears You Faithful People 

AUGUST SATURDAY HYMNS 
 

August 5 Lectionary 18 
Gathering: #461 – All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly 
Hymn of Praise: #684 – Creating God, Your Fingers Trace 
Hymn of the Day: #479 – We Come To The Hungry Feast  
   (v. 1 & 4) 
Communion: #491 – Come, Let Us Eat 
Sending:  #689 – Praise And Thanksgiving 
 
August 12  Lectionary 19 
Gathering: #756 – Eternal Father, Strong To Save 
Hymn of Praise: #794 – Calm To The Waves (2x) 
Hymn of the Day: #645 – Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation 
Communion: #767 – Lord, Take My Hand And Lead Me 
Sending:  #774 – What A Fellowship, What A Joy Divine 
 
August 19 Lectionary 20 
Gathering: #532 – Gather Us In   
Hymn of Praise: #651 – O Praise The Gracious Power  
   (v. 1 & 2) 
Hymn of the Day: #596 – My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less 
Communion: #610 – O Christ, The Healer, We Have Come  
Sending:  #650 – In Christ There Is No East Or West 
 
August 26 Lectionary 21  
Gathering:  
Hymn of Praise:  
Hymn of the Day:  
Communion:  
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST SUNDAY HYMNS 
 
August 6  Lectionary 18 
Gathering: #658 – O Jesus, Joy Of Loving Hearts 
Hymn of the Day: #712 – Lord, Whose Love In Humble Service 
Communion: #515 – Break Now The Bread Of Life 
Sending:  #689 – Praise And Thanksgiving 
 
August 13 Lectionary 19 
Gathering: #755 – Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me 
Hymn of the Day: #756 – Eternal Father, Strong To Save 
Communion: #794 – Calm To The Waves (4x) 
Sending:  #632 – O God, Our Help In Ages Past 
 
August 20 Lectionary 20 
Gathering: #434 – Jesus Shall Reign 
Hymn of the Day: #597 – My Hope Is Built On Nothing Less 
Communion: #644 – Although I Speak With Angel’s Tongue  
Sending:  #714 – O God Of Mercy, God Of Light 
    
August 27  Lectionary 21 
Gathering: #655 – Son Of God, Eternal Savior 
Hymn of the Day: #654 – The Church’s One Foundation 
Communion: #612 – Healer Of Our Every Ill 
Sending:  #763 – My Life Flows On In Endless Song 

 

Our collection items for Operation Christmas Child for 
JULY are toothbrushes and tooth-
paste!  Please put donations in the 

collection bin marked for  
Operation Christmas Child.  

 
Thank you for your support! 
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Our collection items for Operation 
Christmas Child for AUGUST small 
balls all kinds for boys and girls and 
decks of playing cards (regular, Old 
Maid)  Please put donations in the 
collection bin marked for  

Operation Christmas Child.  
 

Thank you for your support! 

Children’s Ministry: Song Leader 

NEEDED! 
 

We are blessed to have a wonderful Sunday School 
program! 
 
Children come to our church every week during the 
school year to listen to stories from the Bible and to 
learn about Jesus. We have a dedicated team of Sun-
day School teachers who prepare lessons and who 
share them with children who are anxious to learn 
about God. Our Sunday School program also helps 
parents fulfill the promises they made on the day of 
the child’s baptism. “Do you promise to live with your 
child among God’s people; bring him/her to the word 
of God and the holy supper; teach him/her the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments; 
place in his/her hands the holy scriptures and nurture 
him/her in prayer, so that he/she may learn to trust 
God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for 
others and the world God made, and work for justice 
and peace”? (ELW p. 228) 
 
And, of course, what would Sunday School be without 
a time of singing? 
 
We need your help. Coordinating and leading a time 
of singing during our Sunday School hour was once 
the responsibility of our Choir Director; but, since we 
no longer include a Choir Director on our paid staff at 
the church, we need to find someone to lead this im-
portant time of singing. 
 
The children enjoy singing – and have been accom-
panied by a leader who played the piano or a guitar – 
and by a leader who simply played recorded music 
through a CD player that the church has furnished. 
This is a ministry that can be adopted by one person, 
or by several people. We are open to whatever God 
is going to do to help us continue this ministry. 
 
We’re asking you to pray about this important ministry 
at Christ’s; and are, also, asking you to consider step-
ping forward to take charge of this part of our chil-
dren’s ministry. If you can help lead our children in 
singing during our Sunday School hour, please speak 
with Melany Andree or send her an email at: 
brettmelandre@gmail.com 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be 

held on Saturday morning,  

JULY 15th at 8:00 am in the lower    

social hall.  Bring a hearty appetite  

and enjoy hanging out with the guys. 

Our next SCRAPBOOKING gathering will 

be Friday, JULY 14th and AUG 11th.   

We usually meet on the second Friday of 

every month. Please contact Betty Molnar 

at 724-327-3437 with questions. 

 

In AUGUST there will be a Men’s Picnic in-
stead of a breakfast.  Come join the guys on 

 

 Saturday, August 19th from 12– 4 pm 

ATTENTION COLLEGE STUDENTS (and their families):  
 

If you would like to receive a care package while you are away 
at school, please fill out a College Communications form. 
 

Forms are located in the narthex, or on the church website. It is 
not necessary to know your school address to complete the 
form; we can get that info in the fall.  What we DO need to know 
is your favorite snacks and treats, so the packages can be ready 
to go at the beginning of the school year. Put your completed 
forms in the folder at church, or email to Janet Zegar at 
tendutoo@comcast.net  
 

All forms are due by July 31. 

Our Sewing Group meets on Tuesday mornings at 
9:00 am.  Contact Leslie Sill at 412-793-2546 if you 
have questions.  Come join us! 

~NO Sewing Group on Tuesday July 4 or July 11~ 

 

In July we will be preparing box 

lunches that we will deliver to 

many on our Caring List. Come to 

the downstairs church kitchen on 

Thursday, July 20th, 9:00am to 

help with this fun and rewarding activity.  Please 

contact Romaine Miller at 412-795-6473 if you have 

any questions. 

 

mailto:brettmelandre@gmail.com
mailto:tendutoo@comcast.net


 

 

  THE COMMITTEES OF THE CONGREGATION WHOSE PRIMARY PURPOSE IS TO SUPPORT AND  
  IMPLEMENT OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY ARE ORGANIZED AS FOLLOWS: 

 
  Parish Ministry Committees: 
  Youth Ministry—Trish Lasher 
  Educational Ministry—Melany Andree 
  Worship & Music—Ron Fuehrer 
  Fellowship—Carol Tamenne   
   
  Parish Resources Committees: 
  Finance—Wally Utley 
  Parish Administration—Kris Meade 
  Property—Eric Gipson  
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  Officers: 
  President—Bela Molnar 
  Vice-President—Jim Scanga 
  Secretary 
  Acting Treasurer—Erich Sill 
  Financial Secretary—Bela Molnar 
 
  Parish Outreach Committees: 
  Evangelism—Linda Paulovitch 
  Social Ministry—Judy Bernardini 
  Stewardship—Bill Crossland 

THE CHURCH COUNCIL HOLDS ITS REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS ON THE THIRD MONDAY OF  
EACH MONTH AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE CHURCH.  THE JULY AND AUG COUNCIL MEETINGS WILL BE HELD ON  
MONDAY, JULY 17th and AUG 21st.  THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO ATTEND THESE MEETINGS. 


