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I’ve never met a Christian who doesn’t enjoy celebrating Easter. We surround our  
altars with colorful flowers. We sing some of our favorite hymns and boldly proclaim 
that Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. Seats that were empty during Lenten services 
and during Holy Week are filled with excited worshipers who have come to hear the 
Good News of God’s victory. And the Church is filled with energy and life as the Sacred Story of God’s 
victory over evil and death fills our hearts with excitement and hope. 
 
But, we need to remember that the Bible proclaims that resurrection is always preceded by death.  
In fact, the power of resurrection can only be experienced after real death has fully occurred. The  
message of the Gospel can only be understood by people who realize that Christ’s tomb contained  
a cold, stiff corpse that needed to be embalmed by the myrrh-bearing women. Easter victory cannot be 
separated from the Sacred Story of a Suffering Servant who was beaten, humiliated, nailed to a  
wooden cross, and left to die an excruciating (from the Latin: “excrucio” – meaning “from the cross”) 
death. 
 
Easter challenges us to ask ourselves: “Do I really believe in the power of resurrection?” 
 
The Church denies the power of resurrection when it refuses to open its hands, release some “old” 
ways of doing things, and allow the Holy Spirit to create new life. The Church needs to remember that 
“resurrection” and “resuscitation” are very different. Things that are “resuscitated” come back in the 
same form and die again. But things that go through the process of death and “resurrection” are 
changed and become what they never were at any other point in the past. Resuscitation is easy  
because it lets people temporarily escape the onslaught of death – at least for a little while. But 
“resurrection” requires our death in every sense of the word before new life can be given to us by God. 
Christ died and was buried in the Tomb. And, as we gather on Easter, we dare not forget that what 
came out of the Tomb on Easter was very different than what was put into it. 
 
The Church of Christ moves forward trusting in the power of death and resurrection. We move forward 
with God’s power and support. We trust the Holy Spirit to open doors and show us the way when paths 
aren’t clear. God blesses us with wisdom and eyes of faith as we worship, study the Bible and pray  
together, and ask God to lead the way. 
 
The Church of the Risen Christ will continue to grow and flourish – even as our culture shifts and as 
ways of thinking about our “Life Together” continue to change. May God continue to bless us, as His 
Holy Church, as we move through a month when the power of death and resurrection are set before 
our eyes once again. And may God continue to bless us with guidance; and with the gifts, talents, and 
financial resources that we surely need to fulfill our mission, and redevelop our both missional and  
sustainable ministry. 
        Pastor Wayne 
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ENDOWMENT ‘FUN’d FACT 
 

Did you know that any confirmed member can be on the Endowment Fund Committee?  All you 
have to do is add your name to the ballot in December and you will have nearly a 100% chance 
of being elected! 
 

For information on our Endowment Fund, contact Harry Replogle (replogle4@verizon.net). or 
George Meade (george.meade@beckman.com) 

Bela Molnar — President   Wally Utley — Finance 
Jim Scanga — Vice President  Open—Parish Administration 
Kathy Schultz — Secretary   Eric Gipson — Property 
Erich Sill — Acting Treasurer   Judy Bernardini — Social Ministry 
Bela Molnar — Financial Secretary  Bill Crossland — Stewardship 
Melany Andree — Christian Education Ron Fuehrer— Worship & Music 
Linda Paulovitch— Evangelism  Trish Lasher — Youth Ministry 
Carol Tamenne— Fellowship              

 

Our Schedule of Services for Lent and Easter 
 
 

Taize-Style Worship – 05 April 2017 – 7:00 pm 
“Healing from Fear of Death”  John 11:1-27 

 

Maundy Thursday – 13 April 2017 – 7:00 pm 
Traditional Service of Holy Communion with the Stripping of   
the Altar 
 

Good Friday – 14 April 2017 – 7:00 pm 
Traditional Tenebrae Service of Hymns and 
Readings 
 

Easter – Our Celebration of the  
Resurrection – 16 April 2017  
6:30 am – Easter Sunrise Service – Hankey 
Cemetery 
8:15 am – Easter Worship with Holy Communion 
“Continental-Style” Breakfast and Fellowship  
 following the 8:15 Service 
10:00 am – Easter Worship with Holy Communion 

 
COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

MARCH 20, 2017 
 

 The celebration for the 30th Anniversary of the Sanctuary 
will be held on Saturday, May 6th following the 6:00 pm 
Worship service. 

 Council voted unanimously to hire Sheri Segiel as the 
new Parish Administrator.   

 There will be one Sunday worship service on Palm     
Sunday and 3 services on Easter Sunday: 6:30 am,    
8:15 am, and 10:00 am with a Continental Breakfast    
following the 8:15 service. The Saturday services will  
continue as scheduled. 

 The VBS program is Operation Arctic and will be held  
July 10th—14th from 9am to Noon.. The last day of    
Sunday School will be May 21st.   

 The Youth are participating in the 30 Hour Famine March 
24th & 25th, serving dinner at Light of Life on April 22nd, 
and participating in a Cosmic Skate at Murrysville Sport 
Zone on May 20th.  Volleyball season begins in June.  

 A Thank you note was received from Plum Food Bank.  

 A Children’s Music Director will be needed in the Fall. 

 The Finance Committee will look into learning more about 
Estate planning. The CLC Mobile App is a great tool for 
contributions and is now available for download and use. 

 The Parish Nurses are looking into ways to host a   
monthly Caregivers Support Group. 

 Council unanimously approved the transfer of Dave, Barb, 
and John Hall, and Ed, Susan and Logan Rupert as new 
members and partners in our mission and ministry. 

 Pastor Wayne asked council to reflect and focus on the 
future of the church as shown in our church mission 
graphic, “Christ’s Church for All People.” 

 Pastor Wayne would like to develop a more cooperative 
relationship with our outside groups and ministries. He 
would like to focus on being Partners in Mission & Ministry 

 

Calling All Choir Members… 

To all of my Choir Members:  

Would you like to help to lead the  

worship services in Holy Week and on 

Easter?  Here are some times that our  

services could really use choir leadership: 

 Maundy Thursday – report at 6:30pm, review 

Psalm 22, sit with your families at the 7:00pm  

      service, come up after communion to the  

      choir pews and lead the Psalm. 

 Easter Sunday – Sit with your families at the 

10:00am service, come up after the sharing of the 

peace and sing “Celtic Alleluia”. Please you let me 

know if can do this.  Practice would be after the 

7:00 pm Good Friday service 

 

See Nancy Sheehan if you are interested. 

 

Join us for our Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday,  

April 9th at 9:00am. 

mailto:george.meade@beckman.com


THE LEGEND OF THE EASTER BUNNY 
 
The legend of a Bunny placing colorful eggs in baskets and giving those    
baskets to children on Easter was, most likely, brought to America by settlers 
from Germany. The tradition of the Easter Bunny (Oschter Haws) was 
brought to America in the 1700s by German immigrants who settled in     
Pennsylvania. In the last 200 years, the Easter Bunny has become the most 
commercially recognized symbol of Easter in the United States. Other     
countries use different animals as the symbol of Easter. Switzerland uses a 
cuckoo as a part of Easter celebrations. 
 
In legend, the Easter Bunny (also called the Easter Hare and the Spring   

Bunny) brings baskets filled with colored eggs, candy, and sometimes toys to the homes of children, on the 
night before Easter, in the same way that Santa Claus is said to deliver presents on Christmas Eve. The 
Easter Bunny either puts baskets in a designated place or hides them somewhere in the house (or in the  
garden) for the children to find when they wake up in the morning. This gave rise to the tradition of the Easter 
egg hunt. Obviously, none of this comes from the Bible, and that’s OK. 
 
Many churches teach that parents should not allow their kids to participate in traditional activities like Easter 
Egg Hunts; but, we need to realize that there’s nothing essentially evil about the Easter bunny. What is      
important is our focus. If we focus our attention upon Christ (and not the Easter bunny) on Easter morning, 
our children will understand that, like Santa Claus, the Easter bunny’s a symbol and source of fun – and 
Easter can remain a time when we reflect upon and celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You are cordially invited to join us 

 

as we gather to celebrate the 

 

30th Anniversary of the Construction of 
our Sanctuary 

 

on 
 

Saturday, May 6, 2017 
 

Following the 6:00 pm Worship Service 
 

Christ’s Lutheran Church 
5330 Logan Ferry Road 
Murrysville, PA 15668 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
You are cordially invited to join us 

 

as we gather to celebrate the 
 
 

Retirement of Pastor Edward Sheehan 
 

on 
 

Sunday, May 21, 2017 
 

3:00 pm – Worship Service and Reception 
 

Christ’s Lutheran Church 
5330 Logan Ferry Road 
Murrysville, PA 15668 
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Mission Moment: Christ’s Church for All People 
 

We traveled through Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s “Life Together” at a series of classes that we sponsored during the 
season of Epiphany. We reflected upon what it means to be a church, and we talked about the importance of 
prayer and reading the Bible as an entire community. We talked about the fact that, when we sing during  
worship, we experience a wonderful sense of unity; and, of course, Holy Communion was both important and 
crucial to Dietrich Bonhoeffer as well. 
 

Bonhoeffer began his book by talking about “alien righteousness” and about the fact that we’re made right  
in God’s eyes by something outside of ourselves. Our relationship with God isn’t based upon our moral  
character and good behavior. God loves us during the best moments in our lives, and God continues to love 
us when we go astray. This is an exciting piece of Good News that’s clearly proclaimed by St. Paul in  
Romans 3:28. 
 

“Alien righteousness” is tough to experience. We expect the Church to be a place that is filled with love and 
kindness. We expect the Church to be a place where nobody ever steps on our toes, or speaks a harsh word. 
We’d probably all admit that we have a few rough edges, but do we allow others to have rough edges, too? 
We’d probably all admit that we’re far from perfect; but, deep inside, we sometimes expect other people to  
be perfect—or, perhaps, just more polished than they currently are—don’t we? And, when people fail or  
disappoint us, our hearts harden and we pull away from them. We might even judge people who hurt and  
disappoint us, and speak poorly about them to others. 
 

But, Bonhoeffer clearly reminds us that, as we live together as God’s people, we can never expect a level of 
perfection from other people that we don’t have ourselves. We need to grow toward being “Christ’s Church  
for All People”—a place where people can come (from wherever they are in life) to experience God’s love and 
embrace. When we don’t begin by realizing that we aren’t any more perfect than other people are, we can’t 
welcome and embrace them—we can’t listen and care about them—we might not even want to worship and 
pray with them—and we, certainly, won’t be able to equip and empower them for life and ministry. 
 

To be “Christ’s Church for All People” is to be a community with-
out masks and to be a gathering of God’s people that allows folks 
to experience God’s power in their lives.  
To be “Christ’s Church for All People” is to welcome and embrace  
people that we may find hard to understand, and to listen and care 
about them. 
 

Perhaps, as Bonhoeffer suggests, we can all learn to be more 
gentle with others when we realize that other people are doing 
their best and are trying to be as “perfect” as we are trying to be. 
And, when they fail—and they WILL fail as surely as we fail—
perhaps, we can find the road back to them by drawing near to the 
Cross of Jesus Christ, and by realizing, again, what it means to 
share a “Life Together” in God’s presence. 

 
 

April 2017 – Lutheran & Catholic Joint Commemoration of the Reformation-Did You Know? 

“I think then that the one goal of all who are really and truly serving the Lord ought to be to  

bring  back to union the churches which have at different times and in diverse manners divided 

from one another.”  - (St Basil, 330-339) As Catholics and Lutherans, we have not yet achieved 

the goal of unity that is God’s gift in Christ. Saint Basil in the 4
th
 century urged Christians to  

make working for unity a priority. This year marks 500 years since the 

beginning of the Reformation. The time is now to repent for division 

and prejudice.   Celebrate steps toward understanding and pray and 

work for deeper communion. 
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The Shofar 
 
Reading through the entire Bible can be a deeply enriching experience for Christians of every age! God opens our 
hearts and minds as we explore His Word and the Holy Spirit stirs our hearts as we read and digest Holy Scripture. 
The Bible, itself, tells us that “the Word of God is living and active” (Hebrews 4:12) and that the words of the Bible 
judge the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 
 

But, many Christians simply don’t know where to begin their journey through the Bible. 
 

Perhaps, you’ve tried a “Through the Bible” program that encouraged you to begin to read the Bible in Genesis; 
but, your progress ground to a complete halt when you began working your way through Leviticus. Many people 
who enthusiastically begin to read through the Bible become discouraged when they fall behind – and realize they 
just don’t have enough time to catch-up with the scheduled readings. I’m hoping that this attempt to guide you 
through the Bible, over the course of a 52-week period, will be different! 
 

First, I’m going to “take the pressure off” by providing the readings on a weekly basis, so that you don’t become 
overwhelmed and I am going to encourage you to just keep moving forward. If you miss a day, now and then, don’t 
worry about it! Just stay focused and read the chapters of the Bible that have been suggested for that day. It’s far 
better to keep moving forward – even if you miss a reading, now and then – than to tightly chain yourself to a strict 
routine that you will, likely, abandon. 
 

Second, I’m going to “take the pressure off” by providing a mixture of readings from very different parts of the 
Bible. I’m hoping that if you find a particular book of the Bible hard to understand that you’ll just keep moving 
through the reading knowing that tomorrow’s reading will be from a different part of the Bible. And please, if you’ve 
just discovered this “Through the Bible” reading program today, don’t think that you need to start by going to the 
bottom of the list and starting at “Week 1” (although you may want to do that). Just begin moving though the Bible 
with this week’s suggested readings. Remember: you are reading through the Bible with other faithful Christians 
who are reading the same part of that Bible that you are each day! 
 

And third, I’m going to “take the pressure off” by encouraging you to create a routine that will help you to set-aside 
time to read God’s Word each day (if you don’t already have a regularly, scheduled time for daily Bible reading and 
prayer) realizing that most of us can create new “habits” by doing something, each day, for 21 days. Just imagine, 
in just three short weeks, you can develop a routine where reading God’s Word becomes a part of every single 
day! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Week #4: March 26-April 1 
Sunday: Romans 7-8; Monday: Genesis 12-15; Tuesday: Joshua 16-20; Wednesday: Psalms 9-11;  
Thursday: Job 7-8; Friday: Isaiah 18-22; Saturday: Matthew 8-10 
 

Week #5: April 2-8 
Sunday: Romans 9-10; Monday: Genesis 16-19; Tuesday: Joshua 21-24; Wednesday: Psalms 12-14;  
Thursday: Job 9-10; Friday: Isaiah 23-28; Saturday: Matthew 11-13 
 

Week #6: April 9-15 
Sunday: Romans 11-12; Monday: Genesis 20-23; Tuesday: Judges 1-6; Wednesday: Psalms 15-17;  
Thursday: Job 11-12; Friday: Isaiah 29-33; Saturday: Matthew 14-16 
 

Week #7: April 16-22 
Sunday: Romans 13-14; Monday: Genesis 24-27; Tuesday: Judges 7-11; Wednesday: Psalms 18-20;  
Thursday: Job 13-14; Friday: Isaiah 34-39; Saturday: Matthew 17-19 
 

Week #8: April 23-29 
Sunday: Romans 15-16; Monday: Genesis 28-31; Tuesday: Judges 12-16; Wednesday: Psalms 21-23;  
Thursday: Job 15-16; Friday: Isaiah 40-44; Saturday: Matthew 20-22 
 

Week #9: April 30—May 6 
Sunday: 1 Corinthians 1-2; Monday: Genesis 32-35; Tuesday: Judges 17-21; Wednesday: 24-26;  
Thursday: Job 17-18; Friday: Isaiah 45-50; Saturday: Matthew 23-25 
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SURPRISE!  Opportunity (for others) knocks on your door! 
 
Today a letter from Heifer International arrived.  It says an  
anonymous donor (Quote)”...is offering to match up to $1 million  
in contributions from other Heifer supporters.” 
 
You can do the math.  Every $1 you give will become $2.  PLUS the first 
born from every Heifer gift received by those in need will be “passed on” to others.  (Heifer had told us that 
the average gift is “passed on” 7 times!) 

 
Think of the good you will accomplish through your gifts!  Gift envelopes are in the  
Information Center.  Thank you for your loving care for those in need.  Jesus Christ 
says, “Well done good and trustworthy slave … enter into the joy of your master”   
(Matthew 25:21)  

 

        ~ Ernie Waxbom 

On April 22nd, The Youth will be serving dinner to those in need at 
Light of Life Ministries from 4:30p-6pm. Participants must be age 13 
and older. The facility can only take 6 volunteers at a time. If we have 
a good response, we will schedule another visit! Address is 10 East 
North Avenue, Pittsburgh, 15212. If interested in participating, please 
contact Trish Lasher @ nurse5051@comcast,net, or 412 956-2294 or 
sign up on sheet in the narthex. 

 

PUT ON YOUR WALKING SHOES AND JOIN TEAM “CHRIST’S LUTHERANS” FOR LIGHT OF 
LIFE’S WALK FOR THE HOMELESS. 
 

Join us on Saturday, May 27, 2017 at Heinz Field for the 15th Annual Tunch & Wolf’s Walk for the  
Homeless. hosted by sportscasters and former Steelers Tunch Ilkin and Craig Wolfley. Raise money 
for Light of Life and connect with 999 other people who share your passion for helping the poor and home-
less in Pittsburgh. This fun, family-friendly event begins with a 10K walk along the beautiful North Shore trail 
and ends with (free) delicious food from local vendors. Rain or shine.  
 

If you are unable to participate, please consider sponsoring our walkers with your donation.  Sign up sheets 
and sponsor forms will be in the church entryway.  Please contact Kris Meade at kristanmeade@gmail.com   
if interested. 

 

Grab your snow boots and parkas and join us for an exciting 

week of learning about the coolest book on Earth, the Bible!  

The Adventure takes place July 10-14 from 9am-Noon.  We 

need all the help we can get to make it a successful adven-

ture.  If you can help out, please contact Melany Andree at 

724-697-4279 or brettmelandree@gmail.com.  Registration 

forms will be in the upcoming newsletters and in the church 

lobby closer to the date! Hope to see you there! Thank you! 

 

The Boy Scouts of Troop 110 invite you to support them by attending their Car Wash on  

Saturday, April 15
th.

between 12pm-2pm here at the church.  If rained out on April 15th, make 

up day will be on April 22nd.  Donations are appreciated to support the Scouts in obtaining their goal 

of a summer outing to Codorus State Park and Baltimore. 

mailto:nurse5051@comcast,net
mailto:brettmelandree@gmail.com
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We are committed to being “Christ’s Church  for All People” and continue to recognize 
that it’s important for us, as a church, to “Listen and Care.” 
 
We combined our Sunday worship services several months ago, and we’ve experienced 
the goodness that coming together as God’s people can create. We hope that you have 
enjoyed seeing more of your friends during worship; and that you’ve, also, experienced 
higher levels of energy and participation in our weekly worship that we expected to see.  
Our singing is more robust and our fellowship has been strengthened. We have enjoyed 
seeing more of our children and young families participate in our worship services, and  
it’s been slightly easier to find people to participate in the leadership of our services and 
ministry of worship. But, increased attendance during worship services has also created a 
challenge. 

 
Some of our members have indicated that it’s harder for them to attend worship because they need to  
park so far from our building’s entrances. We’ve been reminded that some of the people who attend our services 
have limited mobility. We want you to know that we are serious about our ministry objectives, and that “We  
Listen and Care.” We continue to value your thoughts and opinions. We want you to know that, when you have 
ideas about ways that we can improve our ministry, we are ready to listen and to respond to what you say. And 
so, we’ve recently installed a few signs in our parking lot to set-aside some parking spaces that can be used by 
people with limited mobility. 
 
We hope that setting aside a few spaces in our parking lot (for those who have limited mobility) will help our 
church to become a place that’s more accessible to those who are moving through times of limited mobility. As 
“We Listen and Care,” we’ll discover even more ways to “Welcome and Embrace” as we gather to “Worship and 
Pray.” And this small endeavor will, certainly, help us to grow even closer to being: “Christ’s Church for All 
People.” 
 
Please note that these parking places have been designated for special use during our worship services and 
during special events at our church. You are certainly free to use the spaces that we’ve set aside (for those who 
are experiencing limited mobility) during other times of the week—even if your mobility isn’t limited. 
 
In conclusion, we want to say “Thank You” to the faithful members of our church who lifted this special need be-
fore us. We truly want to continue to be “Christ’s Church for All People” and are thankful when you come for-
ward and suggest ways that we can improve our ministry. 

CLC’S ANNUAL FLEA MARKET & BAKE SALE 
Saturday, June 3rd - 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM 

 
This year’s Flea Market is rapidly approaching, so we hope you will keep this in mind as you do 
your spring cleaning!!! 
 

You may drop off your items  Thursday, May 25th and Friday, May 26th from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm 
and Tuesday, May 30th through Thursday, June 1st from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm and  6 to 8 pm. We will not be    
accepting items on Friday, June 2nd , which will be strictly a work day for our volunteers! Please remember  
that the volunteers have to unload, sort and price your items, so please make sure your donated items are clean and  
useable.   Baked goods can be dropped off on Friday during church office hours, 9am to 3pm.  Pre-bagged  
cookies in either 1/2 or dozen amounts, brownies and mini loaves of breads or cakes are great sellers!! 
 

Please remember that we cannot accept the following (due to the difficulty of disposing of them if they do not sell): 
Hazardous materials including automotive oil and lubricants, TV’s, electronics, computers and related items 
(hardware, software & peripherals), clothing, boots & shoes, large furniture and large exercise equipment such as  
weight benches, treadmills, etc. 
 

Flea Market sign-up sheets will be available in the church entryway.  If you can spare any time to help with  
set-up, pricing, working the day of  the sale, clean-up and/or donating baked goods, it would be greatly appreciated.       
If you have any questions, please contact Judy Bernardini, 412-795-6769. 
 

As always, the Social Ministry Committee appreciates your support of our project!  
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Arrange Your Priorities 
 
Here’s an exercise that will absolutely amaze you. At the end of a day (an old 
day will do), sit down with a blank piece of paper and write down everything 
you did that day. Everything. Every detail. If you’re fairly 
thorough (and honest), you’re going to end up with a list of more than a hun-
dred items. 
 
Now go back and rank your activities according to the following scale, which 
was developed by Richard Foster:  

 
1 – Essential, 2 – Important but not essential, 3 – Helpful but not necessary, 4 – Trivial. 

 
When you’re done, look at your list. You will see two remarkable things. First, you’ll notice how many details 
there are in one day. How did you do all that? Second, you’ll notice how much time you spent on unneces-
sary and trivial things, and how little time you spent on essential and important details. Assuming your  
honest, you now have a measure of your priorities, and they may not be what you expected.  
 
The trouble is that the details of our lives don’t really amount to much when you look at them from God’s  
perspective. It’s not that God doesn’t care about our small stuff. He cares more than we do. All He asks is 
that we put God at the top of our priority list.  
 
Jesus made a simple statement about priorities when He said, “Make the kingdom of God your primary  
concern” (Matthew 6:33 NLT). What did He mean by this? Instead of being preoccupied with the details of 
your life, focus on God first. Trust Him to arrange your priorities. Trust Him to handle the small stuff. 
 
When you reduce your priorities to one detail, and it’s God, then every other detail falls into place. Not right 
away. If this is new to you, it’s going to take some time. But in a relatively short time, you will have a clearer 
and more effective focus in your life. 
 
…In The Small Stuff 
 
 The way you deal with life each day depends on what you bring to life each day. 
 Don’t be so involved with the when that you miss the now. 
 Strive to be a person of faith rather than fame. 
 If what you are doing won’t make a difference in five years, it probably doesn’t matter now. 
 You’ll know something becomes meaningful when it goes from your head to your heart to your hands. 
 To find out your priorities in life, look at your excesses. 
 Don’t let your dreams die. 
 You can’t plan for the future by looking in the rearview mirror. 
 What you think about when you have nothing to do reveals what is important to you. 
 A good life is of more value than a good living. 
 
 
Taken from “God is in The Small Stuff” by Authors Bruce & Stan 

Lutherlyn Registration  

 

To register a camper for a FUN AND FAITH-FILLED summer, 
pick up a brochure from our Information Center, go to online 
registration (http://www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp/summer_registration.html) 
and mail in the printable registration form, or call the camp office with questions 
at 724-865-2161.  CAMPBLAST IS SATURDAY, MAY 13, 11 AM—4:30 PM 

http://www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp/summer_registration.html
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FYI…..We ask that you continue to pray for CLC members, family, and friends of members who are 
included on our weekly bulletin prayer list.  Thank You! 

 

 

On Prayer 
 
This past week, as I was entering my office at Christ’s Lutheran Church, I took some time to simply look at 

the plants that decorate my office. The green leaves remind me that Spring is on the way. The plants are 

there—day after day—quietly decorating my office. And, maybe, that’s why I sometimes forget to water them. 

 

Some days, the plants look healthy when I enter my office. And other days, the plants are pretty “droopy.” On 

Monday morning, the leaves on the plants were clearly wilted and hanging over the edge of the pot. And so, 

the first thing I did was take my plants into the men’s restroom and give them a nice, long drink. 

 

The plants in my office can teach us many things about spirituality and our walk with Christ. We begin our 

journey, washed in the waters of Baptism, healthy and vibrant and alive. We go through times when God’s 

abundant love and compassion waters our roots and causes us to flourish. But then, there are dry times.  

Perhaps, our busy lives become overfilled, and we drift away from God. Perhaps, the everyday rush that we 

call “life” causes us to forget to water our “plants” by spending time in prayer and reading the Bible. Plants 

can flourish. Or, plants can become “droopy.” If I leave my plants un-watered long enough, they’ll even wilt 

and begin to die. And that’s scary! I think that we all want our beautiful plants to 

flourish. 

 

And so, the next time that you’re at Christ’s, take a moment to look at the plants 

that you’ll see scattered through our building. If they’re flourishing, take some time 

to think about the fact that that’s what our souls do as we spend time in God’s 

house with other people. And if you find them a bit “droopy,” don’t be afraid to give 

them a little drink—remembering that your soul is just like a plant—a living, breath-

ing part of your life that needs to be nourished through the water of daily prayer 

and contact with God. 

Gabriel Aguirre - grandson of friend of Marion O'Donnell 

Damian Arenth - grandson of Holly Kirsh 

Connor Bair - friend of Holly Kirsh's grandson, Damian 

Lala Battle - cousin of Rob Wilson 

Dorothy Beacom - CLC member 

Bob Beatty - Rob Beatty's father 

Gretchen Bernardini - Bernardini's daughter in law 

Peter Bernardini - father of Rich Bernardini 

Carolyn Borquist - Nancy Sheehan's niece 

Matt Bottorf - grandson of Jean Bottorf 

Sandy Buehner - CLC member 

Karen Byrnes - CLC member 

Violet Couch - CLC member, mother of Joanne Pastucha 

Jimmy Diamond - friend of Sharon Pfeiffer 

Pastor Herb Dubler-former CLC Pastor 

Julie Fallin - friend of Dwight & Carolyn Schuetz 

Harold Fox - Pastor Wayne's brother-in-law 

Bobby Glunt - CLC member 

Nancy Hartwick - friend of Sandy Buehner 

John Heilman - brother of Jane Montgomery 

Ken Hinkleman - CLC Member 

Abby Johnson - friend of Wally Utley 

Michael Kachman - nephew of Nancy Potochnik 

Rich Kardos - former CLC member 

Faith Keibler - daughter-in-law of Oren Keibler 

Basil Kvale - Laurel Gillespie's father 

Eleanor Landsberg - mother of Kurt Landsberg 

Joan Lipchik - CLC member 

David Little - son of Roger and Barb Little 

Grace Lucas - CLC member 

Derek McClemens - son of Greg & Debby McClemens 

Bonnie Meyers - cousin of Marion O'Donnell 

Dan Pizzica - CLC member 

Ann Rockette - CLC member 

John Russell - son of Theresa Russell 

Theresa Russell - CLC member 

Patti Smith - daughter of Frieda Cushing 

Wilma Stewart - mother of Tammy Scanga 

Dave Stucker - friend of Wally Utley 

Marion Surgent - daughter of Theresa Russell 

Pastor Bill Sutherland - friend of Oren Keibler 
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PRAYER CIRCLE 
 

If you have a prayer request, special concern or a thanksgiving to share, you may contact  

Audrey Ferris, the Prayer Circle coordinator, at: (724) 327-3738 or audrey.m.ferris@gmail.com   

or the church office at: (412) 795-1212 or office@christsmurrysville.org .  (If you send an email to  

Audrey or to the church office, please indicate on the subject line that it relates to the prayer circle).    

The Prayer Circle is confidential; you need give only the information you are comfortable with.  Whatever the need 

is, the Prayer Circle is there for you and we will put your request on the list.  Also, please remember that many  

varieties of greeting cards are available on a small table in the church entryway.  If you would like to send a note to 

those on the bulletin prayer list or birthday list, just add a note and a stamp and send to brighten someone’s day!  

 
 
WE PRAY FOR OUR MISSION PARTNERS: 
 
 
APRIL 2 
David  and Bette Greenwald 
Michele, Sydney, Haley, Marissa & Olivia Grieco 
Gertrude Grooms 
Linda, Cameron and Ethan Guercio 
 
APRIL 9 
Jayne Gustafson 
John, Erin and Grace Guzzie 
Dave, Barb and John Hall 
Dave and Marceil Hanshew 
 
APRIL 16 
Joann Hauger 
Gary and Amy Heberling 
James and Peggy Henry 
Tim Hileman & Suzanne Boyce, Miranda, Alex, Leah 
 
APRIL 23 
Ken and Marti Hinkelman 
Santini, Phyllis, Scythe and Atreyu Ho 
Aaron, Sarah, Tyler, Ivy and Mia Hoffman 
Mark and Nancy Holland 
 
APRIL 30 
Richard Hood 
John, Diana and Emily Hooper 
Carol Hudson 
Mary, Gwen and Lauren Huffman 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
Please join us in extending the happiest of Birthday  
Wishes to the following Mission Partners who celebrate 
Birthdays in the month of APRIL: 
 

APRIL 1-8 
 
 
 
 
 
APRIL 9-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APRIL 18-21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APRIL 22-30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you don’t see your name, and you have an April 
birthday, please forgive the oversight and give the church 
office a call so that we can record your birthdate in our 
parish records.  Thanks, and have a  
 

 
Happy Birthday!!! 

Richard Hood Christina Nicolette 

Jeff Long Sue Werner 

Cindy Lott John Tensuan 

Eric Matz Justin Sell 

Bill Farrell Patti Federovich 

Ethan Guercio Christina Pastucha 

Derwood Montgomery Jeffrey Cable 

Debra Saula Amy Cooper 

Amy Freilino Dylan Wissinger 

Laura Tamenne Nicholas Zimmerman 

Aubrey Cable Noah Zimmerman 

Caroline Madden Lindsey Boyer 

Marion O'Donnell James Palestra 

Nancy Sward-Martin Jean Bottorf 

Sierra Koteles  

Nicholas Roperti Chloe Kaniecki 

Taylor Markiewicz Romaine Miller 

Angelena Diulus Justin Onofrey 

Thomas Cass Kristen Van Orden 

WELCOME to our new Partners in Ministry and 
Mission—Dave, Barb and John Hall and Ed, Susan 
and Logan Rupert.  May God’s blessings be with our 
newest partners in Mission and Ministry as we work 
together to discover and fulfill God’s plans together. 
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APRIL SATURDAY HYMN 

 
April 1  Fifth Sunday Of Lent 
Gathering: #777 – In The Morning When I Rise 
      (WOV Blue Hymnal) 
Hymn of Praise: #610 – O Christ, The Healer, We Have Come  
Hymn of the Day: #333 – Jesus Is A Rock In A Weary Land 
Communion: #330 – Seed That On Earth Is Dying 
Sending:  #774 – What A Fellowship, What A Joy Divine  
 
April 8   Passion/Palm Sunday 
Gathering: #344 – All Glory, Laud And Honor 
Hymn of Praise: #610 – O Christ, The Healer, We Have Come 
Hymn of the Day: #351 – O Sacred Head Now Wounded 
Communion: #616 – Jesus, Remember Me 
Sending:  #336 – O Lamb Of God 
 
April 15  Resurrection Of Our Lord 
Gathering: #365 – Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  
Hymn of Praise: #388 – Be Not Afraid  
Hymn of the Day: #367 – Now All The Vault Of heaven Resounds 
Communion: #376 – Thine Is The Glory  
Sending:  #369 – Christ The Lord Is Risen Today   
 
April 22  Second Sunday Of Easter 
Gathering: #363 – Come You Faithful, Raise The Strain 
Hymn of Praise: #386 – O Sons And Daughters Let Us Sing 
Hymn of the Day: #381 – Peace To Soothe Our Bitter Woes 
Communion: #379 – Now The Green Blade Rises 
Sending:  #385 – Good Christian Friends, Rejoice And Sing 
 
April 29  Third Sunday Of Easter 
Gathering: #377 – Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 
Hymn of Praise: #373 – Christ The Lord Is Risen Today 
Hymn of the Day: #374 – Day Of Arising  
Communion: #491 – Come, Let Us Eat 
Sending:  #380 – Hallelujah! Jesus Lives! 
 

 

APRIL SUNDAY HYMNS 
 
April 2   Fifth Sunday In Lent 
Gathering: #333 – Jesus Is A Rock 
Hymn of the Day: #732 – Borning Cry 
Communion: #666 – What Wondrous Love Is This 
Sending:  #886 – O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing 
 
April 9  Passion/Palm Sunday  
Gathering: #344 – All Glory, Laud And Honor  
Hymn of the Day: #264 – Prepare The Royal Highway 
Communion: #351 – O Sacred Head Now Wounded  
Sending:  # 338 – Beneath The Cross Of Jesus 
 
April 13  Maundy Thursday 
  (7:00pm – traditional service of Holy Communion) 
First Hymn: #642 – Ubi Caritas (sing 4 x, alternate Latin/Eng) 
Hymn of the Day: #656 – Blest Be The Tie That Binds 
Communion: #808 – Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 
  #794 – Calm To The Waves 
  #348 – Stay With Me (sing 4 times) 
 
April 14  Good Friday 
  (7:00pm – Tenebrae Service) 
  #349 –  Ah, Holy Jesus 
  Insert – Jesus, In Thy Dying Woes 
 
April 16  Resurrection Of Our Lord 
Gathering: #365 – Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  
Hymn of the Day: #367 – Now All The Vault Of Heaven Resounds 
Communion: #376 – Thine Is The Glory 
  #380 – Alleluia, Jesus Lives 
Sending:  #369 – Christ The Lord Is Risen Today 
    
April 23  Second Sunday Of Easter (NEW SOUND) 
Gathering: #363 – Come, You Faithful, Raise The Strain 
Hymn of the Day: #375 – Alleluia! Christ Is Arisen 
Communion: #379 – Now The Green Blade Rises 
Sending:  #604 – O Christ Our Hope 
 
April 30  Third Sunday Of Easter 
Gathering: #377 – Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! 
Hymn of the Day: #384 – That Easter Day With Joy Was Bright 
Communion: #361 – The Day Of Resurrection 
Sending:  #385 – Good Christian Friends, Rejoice And  
              Sing! 

 

MAKE NOISE FOR MISSION REMINDER 
 

What do you do with your extra change?  Why not help out    
another church in need.  Our “Make Noise for Mission” offering 
occurs the 1st weekend of every month.  There will be two tin 
cans at the front of the church for each service.  When you come 

forward for communion, feel free to place your 
loose change in the cans.  The donations go to 
our Mission Partners, Trinity Lutheran Church, 
on the North Side.  We appreciate your  
participation!  
 

Thank You! 
The Stewardship Committee 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 

Have you recently received an email asking you to  
designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars?  Please remember 

that you can designate these funds to help the ongoing  
ministry of Christ’s Lutheran Church. 

 

Attention Class of 2017 
High School and  

College Graduates 
 

Please provide a short paragraph about your-
self and your future plans.  Email this infor-

mation to the church office along with a wallet 
–sized picture so that we can post it on our 

Graduate Recognition Board. 
 

Graduate Recognition Sunday is June 4th  

 

Please drop off your Time and  
Talent Sheets in the box located  

in the church entryway 
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COLLECTION TOWER 

 
We can use your continued help in supporting our 
Collection Tower projects. The Collection Tower, a 
white plastic stackable bin, is located below the coat 
rack (upstairs).  
 

 
Postage Stamps- We are collecting 
used postage stamps. They will be given 
to Christ’s Lutheran in Forest Hills, who 
participate in a program to provide  
Bibles for certain areas in Canada. 
 

 
Campbells Labels for Education 
- Every label UPC code from 
Campbells family of products helps 
to support the Navajo Lutheran 

Mission to purchase vans to transport their students. 
 
 
 

General Mills Box Tops for Education
- These help Glade Run receive  
educational materials for their students. 
 

 
Aluminum Can Pull Tabs-These tabs 
help support the Ronald McDonald House. 

 

Donations for animals 
are ongoing…… 

 

One of our Donation Bins in the church 
entryway is decorated with pictures of cats 
and dogs and is ready for your donations 
to the dogs and cats of two local shelters.  

Newsletters are available for each shelter.  Each shelter 
has a wish list of suggested donations but will gladly  
accept other items related to the care of dogs and cats.   
 

For additional information you can contact: 
 

Sylvia Replogle (724-339-2208) or 
Leslie Sill  (412-793-2546) 

 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be 

held on Saturday morning,  

April 15th at 8:00 am in the lower    

social hall.  Bring a hearty appetite 

and enjoy hanging out with the guys. 

 
DONATION BINS 

(Located in the church entryway 
under the coat rack.) 
 
The Sewing Group is accepting yarn 
for their hat and blanket projects. 
 
 

 

Plum Food Pantry-non-perishable 
food and grocery products are 
accepted. 
 
 
 

 
Murrysville Lions Club:  
Old Cell Phones, Used 
Toner Cartridges, and Old 
Eye Glasses 

 
 
 
 

Cancer Caring Center- Packs or 
cases of Ensure Supplement  (Chocolate, 
Vanilla, Strawberry) 

Catechism Students –  
 

Our class will meet on April 2rd & 23rd  
at 6:00 pm this month.   
Don’t forget to bring your FaithBook!! 
 
 

 

Our Sewing Group meets on Tuesday 
mornings at 9:00 am.  Questions?   
Contact Leslie Sill at 412-793-2546.  
Come join us! 

There will not be a  SCRAPBOOKING 

gathering  this month due to Good Friday.  

We usually meet on the second Friday of 

every month.  Please contact Betty 

Molnar at 724-327-3437 with questions. 

Caring Hearts & Hands will be  

meeting at King’s Restaurant on 

Thursday, April 6th at 9:15 am .  All 

are welcome to share in our fellow-

ship and  ministry. Please contact Romaine Miller at  

412-795-6473 if interested. 

 

 
Our collection 

items for  
Operation  

Christmas Child 
for April are  

SOCKS!  All kinds, for toddlers, kids, and teens.  
Please put donations in the collection bin marked 

for Operation Christmas Child. Thank you for 
your support! 

 



  THE COMMITTEES OF THE CONGREGATION WHOSE PRIMARY PURPOSE IS TO SUPPORT AND  
  IMPLEMENT OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY ARE ORGANIZED AS FOLLOWS: 

 
  Parish Ministry Committees: 
  Youth Ministry—Trish Lasher 
  Educational Ministry—Melany Andree 
  Worship & Music—Ron Fuehrer 
  Fellowship—Carol Tamenne   
   
  Parish Resources Committees: 
  Finance—Wally Utley 
  Parish Administration 
  Property—Eric Gipson  
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  Officers: 
  President—Bela Molnar 
  Vice-President—Jim Scanga 
  Secretary—Kathy Schultz 
  Acting Treasurer—Erich Sill 
  Financial Secretary—Bela Molnar 
 
  Parish Outreach Committees: 
  Evangelism—Linda Paulovitch 
  Social Ministry—Judy Bernardini 
  Stewardship—Bill Crossland 

THE CHURCH COUNCIL HOLDS ITS REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS ON THE THIRD MONDAY OF  
EACH MONTH AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE CHURCH.  THE APRIL COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON  
TUESDAY, APRIL 18TH.  THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO ATTEND THESE MEETINGS. 


