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I’ve been a student of history for the biggest part of my life. I spent twenty years of 
my life studying my family’s heritage in both America and Europe. I’ve studied 
trends. I’ve taken time to investigate the circumstances that led to world wars, to the Spanish Inquisi-
tion, to the Salem witch trials, and to the signing of the Magna Carta. And, during those years of study 
and reflection, I’ve noticed that Christianity, as a religion, has moved through times of dramatic change 
and transformation in approximately 500-year cycles. 
 
The first time of change occurred approximately 500 years after the birth of Christ – when Trinitarian 
conflicts and divisions in the Church were settled by the Council of Nicaea, and when the Arian move-
ment within Christianity was officially condemned (and morphed into what we know today as Islam). 
During the next 500 years, Christian Europe descended into the Dark Ages and Islam continued to 
spread – leading to the first Christian Crusade (which was launched in 1095 AD) – a military attempt to 
recapture Jerusalem. About 500 years later, an Augustinian monk named Martin Luther stood up to the 
Church teachings about Indulgences – opening the doors of the Protestant Reformation. And now, 500 
years later, the Church is moving through another time of dramatic change and transition; and this 
time, we are the people who will help to move the Church into its future. 
 
We will be celebrating the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation in 2017. Martin Luther nailed 
his now famous 95 Theses to the doors of the Wittenberg Castle church on October 31, 1517 – and 
that’s an important part of our heritage as Lutherans. Luther’s decision to confront the teachings of the 
Church propelled Christianity in a new direction. Luther used the new technology of his time – the  
Gutenberg press – to spread information. Luther translated the Bible into German, so that ordinary 
people could read Holy Scripture for the first time in their lives because Luther understood that it’s  
important for the Church to build bridges, and to “equip and empower” God’s people. The Church 
eventually split because people weren’t willing to “welcome and embrace” people with new ideas, and 
because leaders in the Church weren’t willing to “listen and care.” But the Church moved forward  
because people continued to regularly “worship and pray” and because Christ led His Church into a 
new future. 
 
We will be celebrating the “spirit” of the Reformation in several ways this year. First, we’re going to  
celebrate our past by lifting-up parts of our heritage (like the Small Catechism of Martin Luther, and the 
writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer) in times of study. Second, following the lead of both the Lutheran World 
Federation and the Vatican, we’re going to reach-out to our brothers and sisters in the Roman Catholic 
Church, and invite them to gather with us in an event where we can celebrate and lift-up what we  
continue to have in common.  
 
          (continued) 
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ENDOWNMENT ‘FUN’d FACT 
Did you know: 
Did you know that you can remember our church’s Endowment Fund in your will?  There 
are many different ways to give to the Endowment Fund, ask the committee how!  If you 
would like to contribute, or need further information, contact George Meade 
(george.meade@beckman.com) or Harry Replogle (replogle4@verizon.net). 

2017 COUNCIL REORGANIZATION MEETING 
DECEMBER 19, 2016 

 
The meeting was called to order by Pastor Wayne and the following business was conducted: 

 Melany Andree was appointed to council for a 1 year term. 

 Bela Molnar was elected as council President for 2017. 

 Jim Scanga was elected council Vice President for 2017. 

 Kathy Schultz was elected as Congregational Secretary, Erich Sill was appointed as Acting Church Treasurer, and 
Bela Molnar will continue in the position of Financial Secretary. 

 The 2017 Council positions are as follows: 
    Council President  Bela Molnar 
    Council Vice President  Jim Scanga 
    Christian Education  Melany Andree 
    Evangelism   Linda Paulovitch 
    Fellowship   Carol Tamenne 
    Finance    Wally Utley 
    Parish Administration  Open 
    Property   Eric Gipson 
    Social Ministry   Judy Bernardini 
    Stewardship   Bill Crossland 
    Worship & Ministry  Ron Fuehrer 
    Youth    Trish Lasher 
 

 Council meetings will continue to be held on the third Monday of the month at 7:00 pm. 

 The Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 5, 2017 following the 10:00 service. 

 The Council Retreat will be held on Friday, January 20th from 7:00-10:00 pm at the church. 

 The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

From the Pastor continued: 
 
Third, we’re planning to continue using “new technology” that’s become available to us (just like Martin Luther 
did) to strengthen our faith-filled proclamation of the Gospel: through our newly-developed website; through 
the blog that’s currently providing access to audio recordings of weekly sermons that are offered during  
worship services at Christ’s Lutheran Church to people all around the world; and through our soon-to-be-
announced congregational app that will help us to communicate with each other more effectively, that will  
enable us to offer you new ways to support our mission through electronic giving, and that will empower us to 
share information more efficiently through push notifications and easy links. Fourth, we’re planning to  
continue to create a strong and healthy future for our church through continued focus upon mission, and upon 
our desire to even more fully grow into a congregation that fulfills Christ’s call to be: “Christ’s Church for All 
People.” 
 
I hope that you’ll find some new and exciting ways to participate in the life of our church during our celebra-
tion of the 500th Anniversary of the Lutheran Reformation this year, and hope that you’ll join us in worship  
and prayer, and in learning and growth. We have a wonderful chance to grow and to experience Christ’s  
presence, both individually and as a congregation, in the coming year – and we’ll have an incredible chance 
to grasp the opportunities that God will give us, so that we can be a part of carrying the Good News of Jesus 
Christ into the future that God’s prepared for the Church. 
 
         ~ Pastor Wayne 

mailto:george.meade@beckman.com
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Regular Meeting of Church Council 
December 19, 2016 

 
 The Fellowship Committee coordinated the refreshments and helped to coordinate the Kiski Valley          

Community Band Christmas concert on Dec. 10th.  Special thanks to Bela Molnar and Jane &     
Derwood Montgomery.  The committee also furnished refreshments following the Sunday school 
Christmas program and the birthday party for Jesus.  The date of Saturday, April 29, 2017 has been 
confirmed for the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the sanctuary. 

 The Worship & Music Committee reported the need for more volunteers for Altar Guild and Worship.      
Assistants and Ushers.  The Choir director position remains open. The committee has found a     
vendor to evaluate the white parament.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, Jan. 10th  at 
7:00 pm. 

 The Youth Ministry Committee reported  2017 activities include volunteering at WCC Food Bank, 
Snow tubing at Boyce Park on Feb. 19th, the 30 Hour Famine is scheduled for March 24-25th,       
tentative event at Light of Life Ministries in April, Cosmic skate at Murrysville Sport Zone in May and 
volleyball season starts in June.  Council approved using Youth funds to cover costs for the skating 
activity and the tubing event. 

 The Christian Ed Committee reported that all activities went well in Dec.  Music will not continue for 
the  older kids, but Melany Andree will continue to help with music for the younger children.  The 
committee would like to have a children’s service in February. 

 The Evangelism Committee reported that the new website was launched in Dec, and will continue to 
be updated.  Electronic and text giving is also operational.  A business card that advertises the    
electronic giving program has been placed in the back of the pews  

 The Social Ministry Committee reported that Blood Pressure screenings were performed on Dec. 3rd 
& 4th.  There will not be a January Caring Hearts and Hands meeting.  CLC may sponsor a spring 
event for people that are in care-giving roles. “Caregiver Support:  Helping Caregivers to Take Care 
of Themselves”.  There is also a need for some people to help with publicity for our church and its 
programs.  Jim Scanga presented the idea of a digital sign. The next meeting is on Mon., Feb. 6th at 
6:30 pm.  

 The Property Committee performed routine maintenance and also expressed the need for more 
committee members that can perform routine maintenance and projects. The next meeting is   
scheduled for Wed, Jan.4th at 9:00 am. 

 The Stewardship Committee reviewed the 55 Financial Pledges received totaling $146,000. The 
committee developed the letter for the Time & Talent drive to take place in March.  The committee is 
also renewing their efforts to complete the manuals to support volunteers who would like to partici-
pate in the ministries of the church. The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, Jan.9th at 7 pm. 

 Thank you notes were received from Plum Food Pantry, Abiding Ministries, and the Blessing Board.       
Correspondence is posted on the bulletin board in the church entryway. 

 The date for the committees to submit their 2016 Annual Report information is January 15, 2017. 
 Council approved the decision by the congregation via a show of hands at the Annual meeting on          

Dec. 11th, to keep the Sunday morning service at 10:00 am during the entire year instead of    
changing it to 9:30 am in the summer.  

 The next regular council meeting will be held on Monday, January 16th at 7:00 pm.  
 The meeting was adjourned and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
 
 
 
Jan. 8

th
 – New Sunday Worship Schedule begins: 

 
Sunday School – 9:00  am 

Worship Service – 10:00 am 
 

 Our annual meeting will be held on Sunday, 
Feb. 5th immediately following the 10:00  

Worship Service.  A light brunch will be served. 
Please plan to attend. 
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New Sunday Worship Schedule Begins! 

 
We’ve recently decided that it’s time to change our Sunday-morning worship routine. 
 
The discussion began several years ago, when we started talking with each other about the long 
periods of “down time” that occur each Sunday. We’ve been asking people who attend the 8:15  
service to remain in the church (with nothing to do) for nearly 25 minutes – if they want to attend 
Sunday School. We’ve had a similar period of “down time” at the end of Sunday School each week. 
We’ve discussed the fact that people are busy these days, and that we don’t want to waste your 
time. 
 
The conversation continued to move forward for several other reasons. We noticed that an increas-
ingly large number of our members are finding it impossible to attend worship because of changes 
in their health and mobility. Many of these same people have been faithfully supporting the ministry 
of our Altar Guild; and many of them have devoted time and energy to tasks that are a necessary 
part of our worship at the church: the washing of Communion glasses and linens; the changing  
paraments; the opening/closing of our altar; the replacing candles and changing of the hymn board. 
It has, also, become more difficult to find worship assistants and ushers – and those who have been 
helping us to schedule helpers, who provide “behind the scenes support” that’s needed on a weekly 
basis, have become frustrated. 
 
We moved into an even deeper level of conversation last year when we decided that it was time to 
combine our worship services during the summer. The feedback that we received was incredibly 
positive. People have told us that they enjoy worshiping with a larger group of people. People  
started meeting each other and started to enjoy being together in worship. The energy-level  
during worship increased, and we noticed that the singing even improved – which led to another  
discussion. People started to ask us if we should combine the Sunday services every week. We  
began to talk with each other, in Mutual Ministry Committee meetings, about the fact that it’s nearly 
impossible to build a worship service when fewer than 100 people are in attendance. We talked with 
Sunday School teachers. We talked with the Worship and Music Committee. We talked with the 
members of our Church Council. And we’ve decided to make the change. 
 
We’ll be moving from a 3-service to a 2-service worship schedule on January 8th.  
Sunday School will start at 9:00 am each Sunday morning, and we will have a combined service  
of Holy Communion at 10:00 am each Sunday. The currently-existing Saturday worship schedule 
will remain the same – with “Come as You Are” worship at 6:00 pm. We have also decided, after 
listening to you at our last Congregational Meeting, that the time of the combined 10:00 am worship 
service will remain the same throughout the year to avoid the confusion of changing our worship 
schedule throughout the year. 
 
We hope that this change in our Sunday morning worship schedule will add a renewed energy to 
our worship, and will bring us together in a community where we can build on the strengths of our 
church. We also hope this change will eliminate the amount of “down time” between Sunday School 
and worship, and that this change will encourage parents to attend worship with their  
children more frequently. We are, truly, “Christ’s Church for All People” and hope that this change  
in our worship schedule will help us to carry the Gospel of our Lord more effectively to our quickly-
changing world.
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Altar Flowers 

 

Please remember to note your  
dedication for the flowers when you 
sign up.  Also, please advise if you 
will be picking up the flowers, or if 
you would like them to be delivered to a home-
bound or hospitalized member of our congregation.  
The price of the bouquets will be $25.00 beginning 
on January 1, 2017.  Thank you for participating in 
this ministry and for making our sanctuary more 
beautiful.   

To our CLC family, 
Words cannot express our gratitude for the outpouring 
of love and support that we have received from all of 
you after my father's death. You were there for us with 
your prayers, cards, phone calls and hugs! My dad was 
overwhelmed how a year and a half ago, you warmly 
welcomed him into our congregation.  He enjoyed  
receiving cards from Caring Hearts and Hands. He was 
especially proud to be a "Hoot Owl" at the OWLS  
luncheon and to have his photo on the bulletin board! 
Our thanks to Pastor Wayne and Pastor  
Steve for their support. It was so greatly 
appreciated!  With love, 
Judy and Rich Bernardini and family 

 We wanted to thank you and show our 
appreciation for all of the prayers and 
concern for our daughter, Cherise  
Rachel who is now cancer-free! 
Sincerely, Bill & Marlonna Moore 

Catechism Students –  
 

Our January classes are scheduled for 
the 8th and the 29th at 6:00 pm.  Don’t 
forget to bring your FaithBook!! 

Please pick up your 2017 Offering  
Envelopes if you haven’t done so  
already.  Our envelope system is  
important to our church support  
program and the recording of your  
offerings.  Please consider an initial offering to help defray 
this expense.  If you do not receive envelopes  but would 
like to, please contact the church office.  Children’s  
envelopes are available on request.  We appreciate every-
one’s financial contributions throughout our church year! 

Simply Giving Program 

Recently, several members of Christ’s Lutheran Church expressed interest in an automated giving option for 

their contributions. They wanted a convenient way to make their regular contributions without writing a check 

or using cash.  As it turns out, we already have a system in place for just such a request.  It is called Simply 

Giving and many members of our congregation already use it.  It is easy to set up and only requires the  

completion of a simple form to get it started.  As with all contributions, it maintains everyone’s confidentiality 

and fulfills all of the necessary reporting requirements needed for both the IRS and our Financial Secretary. 

The program deducts the contribution from a member’s bank account and puts it directly into the church’s 

checking account.  It's a convenient, safe, and simple way for individuals to make regular, automatic  

payments.  If you would like to have more information about this program or request the Enrollment form,  

you can contact the church office and we will get you everything you need to get started.  Thank you. 

 

The Finance Committee 

Want a more simplified way to support our ministry at Christ’s Lutheran electronically? 
Now you can give via a text message or on our website and you can give using a credit 
card, debit card or directly from your bank. Whether it's a one-time gift or a recurring 
gift, you can manage it all easily with your phone, tablet or computer.  Feel free to take 
one of the cards from the back of the pews to try it out. The card can also be used as a 
symbol of your gift and dropped into the collection plate. FAQs and complete  
instructions are on our website, or for more information, call or text Jim Scanga at  
412-877-3733. 
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The Road to Reformation 2017: Getting to know Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was born on the 4th of February 1906 in Breslau, Germany. He grew up in 
Berlin, Germany - where his father was a noted physician and psychiatrist.  Dietrich’s father 
taught him, as we can see in his last letter from prison, to focus most intently upon what is “real.”  
Bonhoeffer’s Christianity could never be mere intellectual theory - doctrine divorced from life or 
mystical emotion. Bonhoeffer’s Christianity was, instead, defined by responsible, obedient action 
in concrete, everyday life.   
 

For Bonhoeffer, doctrine and the Christian life were one and the same. He demonstrates for us 
the reality that the Christian faith is a confessing faith - one which teaches and proclaims the 

grace of God in the Holy Spirit.  This is what led him to prison and to death. Six years before his imprisonment by 
the Gestapo he had written, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die.”  Hitler’s rise to power had been 
rapidly increasing every year since 1923. On December 19, 1924, Hitler was released from Landsberg Prison. 
Adolf Hitler served only eight months of the five-year sentence that was imposed by the court because of the 
treasonous role he played in an attempted coup. 
 

In 1933, Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany. This caused great struggle for the Christian churches of 
Germany. The churches were, eventually, placed under the Nazi Gleichschaltung, which basically amounted to 
forced compliance with Nazi policies. In Nazi terminology, Gleichschaltung was the process of Nazification by 
which Nazi Germany successively established a system of totalitarian control and coordination over all aspects of 
society. 
 

This Gleichschaltung encompassed all facets of life in both Germany and in the church. The “Confessing Church” 
was formed in 1933. The “Confessing Church” made itself known through its speaking against both Hitler and the 
Nazis – through statements such as the “Barmen Declaration”, which denounced churches that supported the  
Nazis. 
 

In February of 1933, Bonhoeffer delivered a lecture over public radio in which he chastised the German public for 
hankering after a leader who had become a “misleader”.  His radio program was taken off the air before he could 
finish. He fled to London and refused to be a part of the German-Christian compromise with Hitler.   
 

In the Spring of 1935, Bonhoeffer was called by the Confessing Church to take charge of an underground  
seminary.  Bonhoeffer shared a house in Finkenwalkde (at Pomerania) with 25 vicars.  
 

This was the “life together” - the life of the Christian community - which is described and documented in Life  
Together (1938). This work (along with Bonhoeffer’s Cost of Discipleship) encompasses Bonhoeffer’s theological 
understanding of what it means to live as a Christian community in the body of Christ. 
 

Sometime after writing these books and his commentary on the Psalms, the Gestapo closed the underground 
seminary and forbade Bonhoeffer to write or publish his books. But by this time, Bonhoeffer was already involved 
in the Abwehr – a resistance movement that was planning to assassinate Hitler. Dietrich Bonhoeffer spent a short 
time in the United States, but returned to Germany in 1939 even more committed to the Confessing Church and to 
the resistance work.  He saw people’s lack of response to Nazism as an irresponsible cowardice and flight from 
reality.  Bonhoeffer once said, “The sin of respectable people reveals itself in the flight from responsibility.” 
Bonhoeffer believed that Christians must accept their responsibility as citizens of the world where God has placed 
them.   
 

On the 5th of April 1943, Bonhoeffer, his sister and brother-in-law, were arrested and incarcerated in Tegel, a  
military prison. They were held at Tegel until October of 1944.  Bonhoeffer spent time in several Gestapo  
concentration camps including Buchenwald, Schönberg and Flossenburg.  
 

On April 9, 1945, Dietrich Bonhoeffer was hanged (the day after he had preached to fellow inmates on Isaiah 53, 
“By His stripes we are healed.”  Before he was taken by the guards, he said to a nearby man, “This is the end, 
but for me it is the beginning of life.”   
 

On April 23, the 2nd U.S. Cavalry liberated Flossenburg. Through written works, Dietrich Bonhoeffer continues to 
be one of the most influential Lutheran theologians of the 20th century and a modern witness for faith during times 
of persecution and wickedness.   
 

Bonhoeffer, imprisoned for his faith, would no doubt agree with St. Paul who said, “I want you to know, brothers 
and sisters, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the Gospel, so that it has become 
known throughout the whole imperial guard and to the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.  And most 
of the brothers and sisters, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more 
bold to speak the Word of God without fear” (Phil 1:12-14). 
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s “Life Together” – A Discussion Group 
 
We will begin our celebration of “Reformation 2017,” and our reflection upon the rich heritage that we share, 
as Lutherans, with an engaging and lively discussion of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Life Together. This book, writ-
ten by Bonhoeffer during a time when he was participating in an underground seminary, has become a Chris-
tian classic that offers us practical advice about how “life together” in Christ can be sustained in both families 
and groups. This wonderful book speaks about how our personal prayer, common worship, everyday work, 
and Christian service work together. This is bread for all who hunger for the real life of Christian fellowship! 
 
 

Monday, Jan 16 @ 1:00 pm – Thursday, Jan 19 @ 7:00 pm 
“Living Together as a Community in Christ” 

 
Monday, Jan 23 @ 1:00 pm – Thursday, Jan 26 @ 7:00 pm 

“Christian Community – Built and Sustained by the Love of God in Christ” 
 

Monday, Jan 30 @ 1:00 pm – Thursday, Feb 2 @ 7:00 pm 
“Receiving God’s Gifts” 

 
Monday, Feb 6 @ 1:00 pm – Thursday, Feb 9 @ 7:00 pm 

“What Unites Us as a Christian Community?” 
 

Monday, Feb 13 @ 1:00 pm – Thursday, Feb 16 @ 7:00 pm 
“Personal Meditation and Prayer” 

 
Monday, Feb 20 @ 1:00 pm – Thursday, Feb 23 @ 7:00 pm 

“Justification by Grace and Christian Community” 
 

Monday, Feb 27 @ 1:00 pm – Thursday, Mar 2, 2017 @ 7:00 pm 
“Confession and Forgiveness: The Heart of Christian Community” 

 
 
Since this is a discussion group, participants will be required to purchase the book – “Life Together” by Die-
trich Bonhoeffer – and will be expected to read about 15 pages of the book before each meeting. Participants 
can purchase the book in the following ways: 
 

A group member can purchase the book individually at a local bookstore, or by ordering the book 
online. 

A group member can purchase the book by indicating that he/she would like the church to order his/
her book – a 50% scholarship discount is being offered to those who order their book, through the 
church, before January 5th. We will call you when your book arrives, so that you have time to read 
the first few pages before the class meets for the first time. 

 
Please be sure to sign the Discussion Group sheet that’s been placed in the hallway at Christ’s Lu-
theran Church as soon as possible. We have, also, placed copies of the Discussion Guide that we will 
be using to guide our time together beside the registration sheet. Please, only take a copy of the Discussion 
Guide if you are planning to take part in the Discussion Group – so that we have enough copies for those who 
want to join in these engaging and lively discussions. 
          ~ Pastor Wayne 

 

Lutherlyn registration for summer camp starts February 1st 
 

To register a camper for the FUN AND FAITH FILLED summer, please go to online  
registration (http://www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp/summer_registration.html), mail in the 
printable registration form, or call the camp office for a brochure at 724-865-2161. 

http://www.lutherlyn.com/summercamp/summer_registration.html
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Mission Moment: We Worship and Pray 
In the last few months, I’ve been inviting you to spend some time reflecting upon one of the life-giving and ministry-
directing objectives in our new Mission Statement. I have already lifted-up: “We Welcome and Embrace” and “We 
Listen and Care.” And now, as we move into a new year, I’d like you to think about: “We Worship and Pray.” 
 

What keeps us away from worship and prayer? 
I’m a person who tends to live my life with the candle lit at both ends; and I, sometimes, even try to light the candle 
in the middle to get more things done. There’s always a list of things for me to do at the church, and I’m finding the 
need to devote more of my time to my father as his health changes. If we’re married, we need to find time to spend 
with our spouses and with our families, don’t we? And, if we’re not married, the basic chores that need to be  
completed to maintain a home aren’t shared with another person. Young people have events at school, and many 
teenagers participate in sports activities in their dwindling free time. I suspect most of us spend a lot more time 
playing-around on social media than we really need to; and, according to the New York Daily News, the average 
American spends five hours watching television each day (Do you realize that that’s the equivalent of 76 entire 
days each year – 2.5 full months…? Holy cow!). We’re busy! 
 

God clearly calls us to worship and pray 
The Bible tells us that God rested on the Sabbath Day, and that God’s challenged us – even commanded us – to 
do the same thing. We are not machines, and our bodies are not created to carry us through extended periods of 
excessive running without stopping. We need refreshment and rejuvenation. We need times in life when we can 
simply stop and enjoy our blessings. Many people are choosing to relax and to rejuvenate outside of daily and 
weekly routines of prayer and worship. Many people even move through long weeks without taking time to pray, 
and even through long months without gathering with people they know in worship. That’s a critical mistake! 
God commands us to come to worship and pray for several reasons we don’t often think about. I’ve often noticed 
that when I’m running in a million different directions I can lose my perspective. I don’t stop to think about how 
much Laurel misses me when I’m gone all day and even in the evening. I don’t think about what eating a couple of 
McDonald’s cheeseburgers in the car, while I’m driving to my next appointment, is doing to my body. Prayer and 
worship create perspective and challenge me to reflect upon more important things in life – like God, my wife, my 
kids, my father, and my health. Times of prayer and daily devotion challenge me to think about the way I’m living 
my life and fulfilling God’s plan for me, and they allow God to speak to me when I need to change course. Worship 
gives me perspective – because it reminds me that God continues to love me and care about me me even when I 
make mistakes and move in the wrong direction. Worship is one of the only times during the week when I’m called 
on the carpet – and reminded that it’s important to confess my sins and ask for forgiveness from those that I’ve 
hurt. Worship reminds me that my value and worth aren’t determined by how fast I can make the wheel in the  
gerbil cage rotate, or by how swiftly I can run on the treadmill that never seems to slow. Worship calls me to stop 
and realize that I’m in the presence of God – in a world where it’s easy to forget that. That’s why I, often, begin 
prayers during worship with the words, “Lord, how good it is to be here!” It’s good to know – and to be reminded  
of the fact that we’re living our lives in the presence of God every day! 
 

This month’s challenge: 
I’d like to challenge you to think about your life of daily prayer and worship in 2017. If you’ve already set aside a 
time for prayer each day, well and good! Is there something that we can do at Christ’s Lutheran Church to support 
your journey of faith? Please, let us know! If you cannot find time to read your Bible and pray each day, maybe 
2017 can be a time of new beginnings for you? We continue to provide devotional booklets in the Information  
Center. My blog (explorastorycafe.wordpress.com) contains a link entitled, “Ending Today with God,” that provides 
a nice way to simply stop at the end of the day to reflect upon where you’ve been and about what you’ll need from 
God tomorrow. 
 

I’d, also, like to challenge you to think about your pattern of worship in 2017. We have decided to combine our 
Sunday services – partly trying to eliminate the empty “down time” between Sunday School and worship – and 
hoping to draw more of our young families into worship. We have, also, started providing links to audio recordings 
of the sermons that are being offered at Christ’s Lutheran Church. You can find these links on our new website 
(please visit: www.christsmurrysville.org) and we will include them as a special link on the new Smartphone app 
we’re preparing to release – hoping that those who can’t attend worship can stop for a few moments to listen to  
the messages that are being shared at Christ’s Lutheran Church in their home – or even in their car (the audio  
files are being offered in a format that limits data consumption and downloading time). Please also feel free to 
share these links with your family and friends! 
 

I hope that, as we enter 2017, you’ll take some time to think about your life of worship and prayer – and that you’ll 
find the ways that we’re taking advantage of technology to share the message of Jesus Christ both helpful and 
useful. 
         ~ Pastor Wayne 
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FYI…..We ask that you continue to pray for CLC members, family, and friends of members who are 
included on our weekly bulletin prayer list.  Thank You! 
 

 What is a HUB? 

 

A HUB is a dairy facility equipped with cooling tanks.  These tanks enable 

short-term storage of milk until it can be processed.  It is then either sold as 

liquid or made into cheese.  Heifer has begun creating HUBS in East Africa 

where none have previously existed. 

 

These HUBS provide essential outlets through which farmers can earn  

money.  They are strategically located.  This is the need: 

 

 Uganda—43,000 dairy farmers, 33 HUBS 

 Tanzania—35,000 dairy farmers, 9 HUBS 

 Kenya—58,000 dairy farmers, 8 HUBS 

 

The goal is to help 136,000 farm families close the income gap between a poverty level of $1.25 a day and  

a living income of nearly $7 in these parts of the world.  Heifer is seeking to raise $1.7 million to keep this 

project going. 

 

We will be raising funds for Heifer again this year during Lent.  We will purchase pregnant heifers (who will 

produce milk after the calf is born) and baby chicks (who will produce eggs, more chicks and meat.) 

 

Thank you in advance for your interest and support for those whom our Lord called “the least of these!” 
 

         ~ Ernie Waxbom 
 

Thank you to Ernie for coordinating this project once again as he has done in many past years! 

Gabriel Aguirre - grandson of friend of Marion O'Donnell 

Damian Arenth - grandson of Holly Kirsh 

Connor Bair - friend of Holly Kirsh's grandson, Damian 

Lala Battle - cousin of Rob Wilson 

Dorothy Beacom - CLC member 

Bob Beatty - Rob Beatty's father 

Peter Bernardini - father of Rich Bernardini 

Matt Bottorf - grandson of Jean Bottorf 

Sandy Buehner - CLC member 

Karen Byrnes - CLC member 

Violet Couch - CLC member, mother of Joanne Pastucha 

Pastor Herb Dubler-former CLC Pastor 

Julie Fallin - friend of Dwight & Carolyn Schuetz 

Bill Finke - brother of Nancy Sheehan 

Harold Fox - Pastor Wayne's brother-in-law 

Bobby Glunt - CLC member 

Nancy Hartwick - friend of Sandy Buehner 

John Heilman - brother of Jane Montgomery 

Abby Johnson - friend of Wally Utley 

Michael Kachman - nephew of Nancy Potochnik 

Rich Kardos - former CLC member 

Faith Keibler - daughter-in-law of Oren Keibler 

Eleanor Landsberg - mother of Kurt Landsberg 

Joan Lipchik - CLC member 

David Little - son of Roger and Barb Little 

Grace Lucas - CLC member 

Derek McClemens - son of Greg & Debby McClemens 

Bonnie Meyers - cousin of Marion O'Donnell 

Dan Pizzica - CLC member 

Evie Reed - friend of Sharon Pfeiffer 

Ann Rockette - CLC member 

John Russell - son of Theresa Russell 

Theresa Russell - CLC member 

Patti Smith - daughter of Frieda Cushing 

Wilma Stewart - mother of Tammy Scanga 

Marion Surgent - daughter of Theresa Russell 
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Criticize and You Walk Alone 

 
 
Jesus made a memorable statement about criticism when He compared it to pointing out a piece of sawdust 
in someone else’s eye while ignoring the log sticking out of your own eye. 
 
Criticism always focuses on prickly little things. Small stuff. We take something that bugs us about someone 
else –no matter how small—and blow it all out of proportion (this is especially true of the people closest to 
us). Rarely is our criticism constructive. 
 
The truth is that we don’t criticize others in order to help them. We criticize in order to make ourselves feel 
more important. We end up exaggerating the faults of others while excusing or ignoring our own short-
comings. 
 
If we’re going to focus on the small stuff in anybody’s life, it ought to be our own. We’re not advocating  
morbid introspection, which can lead to all kinds of abnormal behavior, but honest self-evaluation. Ben  
Franklin (the American statesman, not the five-and-dime guy) used to keep a list of virtues –such as honesty, 
thriftiness, courage, and kite-flying—that he wanted in his life, and every day he evaluated himself to see how 
he measured up. 
 
Honest self-evaluation is really nothing more than letting God into the details of your life, whether it’s your 
stuff or your personality. When you do this you open yourself up to self-improvement. Here’s what’s going to 
happen: God will bring to your consciousness an awareness of areas where you need to improve; He will 
speak to you through His Word (as you read it, of course); and God will use people to give you honest (and 
sometimes painful) evaluations of your behavior. 
 
Through all of these ways you will discover what God desires from you. And you will be less likely to criticize 
others. 
 
 
…In The Small Stuff: 
 
 People of low ambition are overly critical because so much in life is beyond their reach. 
 Listening to gossip is as wrong as spreading it. 
 Criticism and finding fault are not spiritual gifts. 
 A word spoken in anger cannot be erased. It plays over and over again. 
 Walk on soles, not on souls. 
 To belittle is to be little. 
 Appreciate differences instead of criticizing them. 
 The urge to criticize someone usually comes from feelings of resentment. 
 Rather than taking criticism personally, look at it objectively. 
 Learn to distinguish between constructive and destructive criticism. 
 It’s okay to give constructive criticism if it’s done in love. 
 It’s impossible to offer destructive criticism and love someone at the same time. 
 

 

 

 

Taken from “God is in The Small Stuff” by Authors Bruce & Stan 
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PRAYER CIRCLE 
 

If you have a prayer request, special concern or a thanksgiving to share, you may contact  
Audrey Ferris, the Prayer Circle coordinator, at: (724) 327-3738 or audrey.m.ferris@gmail.com  
or the church office at: (412) 795-1212 or office@christsmurrysville.org.  (If you send an email to  
Audrey or to the church office, please indicate on the subject line that it relates to the prayer circle).    
The Prayer Circle is confidential; you need give only the information you are comfortable with.  Whatever the need 
is, the Prayer Circle is there for you and we will put your request on the list.  Also, please remember that many  
varieties of greeting cards are available on a small table in the church entryway.  If you would like to send a note to 
those on the bulletin prayer list or birthday list, just add a note and a stamp and send to brighten someone’s day!  
 

 
WE PRAY FOR OUR CLC MEMBERS: 
 
 
JANUARY 1 
James and Elaine Bishop 
Jean Bottorf 
Kim, Lindsey, Marissa, & Abigail Boyer 
Hjalma Bue 
 
JANUARY 8 
Ed and Sandy Buehner 
Chris and Mariann Butler 
Robert and Gail Byrne 
Karen Byrnes 
 
JANUARY 15 
Jeffrey and Julie Cable 
Rob, Susan, Serena, & Zachary Carnahan 
Doris Cashell 
Mary Conley 
 
JANUARY 22 
Rebecca Conway 
Dean, Heather, Madeline, Tyler, & Kendra Cook 
Violet Couch 
Richard, Sherri & Miranda Crofutt and Julie Lascek 
 
JANUARY 29 
Bill, Teresa, Eric and Zachary Crossland 
Nancy Cuomo 
Frieda Cushing 
Doug and Shirley Custer 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
Please join us in extending the happiest of Birthday  
Wishes to the following members who celebrate Birthdays 
in the month of January: 
 

Jan..1-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan. 11-14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan. 15-20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan. 21-30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you don’t see your name, and you have a January 
birthday, please forgive the oversight and give the church 
office a call so that we can record your birthdate in our 
parish records.  Thanks, and have a  
 

 
Happy Birthday!!! 

Dennis L. Dutzman Frieda Cushing 

Jacob Zimmerman Mary Marian 

Jessica Federovich Caron Wolfe 

Leanne Shick Jason Towle 

Peggy Henry  Irene Evans 

Carol Hudson Ben Peters 

James McKenzie Wendy Seibert 

Lawrence Potochnik  

Sherri Crofutt Susan Lyons 

Noel Kaniecki Levi Salenske  

Betty Molnar  Anna Chensny 

Patricia Plucinski Ron Spagna 

Abigail Boyer Matthew Sarnowski 

Dahlia DeCenzo James Reagan 

Lena Lowenadler Harry Replogle 

Kyleigh Marian Nancy Sheehan 

Lucas Freilino  
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JANUARY SATURDAY HYMNS 

 

 
Jan. 7  Lectionary 1 - Baptism of Our Lord  
Gathering: #310 – Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 
Hymn of Praise: #866 – We Are Marching in The Light (first & last) 
Hymn of the Day:#305 – When Jesus Came to Jordan 
Communion: #490 – Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
Sending:  #613–  Thy Holy Wings 
 
Jan. 14   Lectionary 2 – Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Gathering: # 671 – Shine, Jesus, Shine 
Hymn of Praise: # 314 – Arise, Your Light Has Come! (v. 1 & 4) 
Hymn of the Day: # 668 – O Zion Haste 
Communion: # 302 – As with Gladness Men of Old 
Sending:  # 574 – Here I Am. Lord 
 
Jan. 21  Lectionary 3 – Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Gathering: #593 – Drawn to The Light 
Hymn of Praise: #315–  How Good, Lord, To Be Here (v.1 & 5) 
Hymn of the Day: #798 – Will You Come and Follow Me 
Communion: #481 – Come to The Table 
Sending:  #658 – O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts 
 
Jan. 28  Lectionary 4 – Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
Gathering: #714 – O God of Mercy, God of Light 
Hymn of Praise: #669 – Rise Up, O Saints of God! (v. 1 & 5) 
Hymn of the Day :#728 – Blest Are They 
Communion: #754 – Jesus, the very Thought of You 
Sending:  #553 – Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 

 

 
JANUARY SUNDAY HYMNS 

 

 
Jan. 8   Lectionary 1 – Baptism of Our Lord 
Gathering: #673 – God, Whose Almighty Word 
Hymn of the Day: #456 – Baptized In Water 
Communion: #445 – Wash, O God, Our Sons And Daughters 
Sending:  #451 – We Are Baptized In Christ Jesus 
 
Jan. 15  Lectionary 2 – Second Sunday of Epiphany 
   (NEW SOUND) 
Gathering: # 525 – You Are Holy 
Hymn of the Day: # 715 – Christ, Be Our Light 
Communion: # 721 – Goodness Is Stronger Than Evil 
Sending:  # 866 – We Are Marching In The Light 
 
Jan. 22  Lectionary 3 – Third Sunday of Epiphany 
Gathering: #627 – O Day Full Of Grace* (New Hymn) 
Hymn of the Day: #798 – Will You Come And Follow Me 
Communion: #310 – Songs Of Thankfulness And Praise 
Sending:  #314 – Arise, Your Light Has Come 
    
Jan. 29  Lectionary 4 – Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 
Gathering: #627 – O Day Full Of Grace* (New Hymn) 
Hymn of the Day: #717 – Let Justice Flow Like Streams 
Communion: #754 – Jesus, The Very Thought Of You 
Sending:  #728 – Blest Are They 

 

MAKE NOISE FOR MISSION REMINDER 
 

What do you do with your extra change?  Why not help out    
another church in need.  Our “Make Noise for Mission” offering 
occurs the 1st weekend of every month.  There will be two tin cans 
at the front of the church for each service.  When you come  

forward for communion, feel free to place your 
loose change in the cans.  The donations go to 
our sister parish, Trinity Lutheran Church, on 
the North Side.  We appreciate your  
participation!  
 

Thank You! 
The Stewardship Committee 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
 

Have you recently received an email asking you to  
designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars?  Please remember 

that you can designate these funds to help the ongoing  
ministry of Christ’s Lutheran Church. 

 
Many thanks to the musicians who participated in the December 11

th
 Sunday School program,  

the December 18
th
 
 
service,  and the Christmas Eve services.  We thank them for the time spent 

working on the music, and for sharing their talents with the congregation at the special season of 
Christmas.  Special thanks to: 

 
 Mirabella Andree – piano  Christina Nicolette – soprano solos 
 Cole Kelly – oboe    Barth Tamenne - guitar 

              Joseph Lasher – trombone  Laura Tamenne - flute 
     Kyleigh Marian – trumpet               Grace Wilson – alto saxophone 
 
And we would also like to thank Nancy Sheehan, Barth Tamenne, and Janet Zegar for their continued gifts of beautiful music 
throughout our church year.  We are so blessed to have so many talented musicians in our church family.  Take a moment 
and say “thank you” to show our appreciation for them. 
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COLLECTION TOWER 

 
We can use your continued help in supporting our 
Collection Tower projects. The Collection Tower, a 
white plastic stackable bin, is located below the coat 
rack (upstairs).  
 

 
Postage Stamps- We are collecting 
used postage stamps. They will be given 
to Christ’s Lutheran in Forest Hills, who 
participate in a program to provide  
Bibles for certain areas in Canada. 
 

 
Campbells Labels for Education 
- Every label UPC code from 
Campbells family of products helps 
to support the Navajo Lutheran 

Mission to purchase vans to transport their students. 
 
 

General Mills Box Tops for Education
- These help Glade Run receive  
educational materials for their students. 
 
Aluminum Can Pull Tabs-These tabs help support 

the Ronald McDonald House. 

 

Donations for animals 
are ongoing…… 

 

One of our Donation Bins in the church 
entryway is decorated with pictures of cats 
and dogs and is ready for your donations 
to the dogs and cats of two local shelters.  

Newsletters are available for each shelter.  Each shelter 
has a wish list of suggested donations but will gladly  
accept other items related to the care of dogs and cats.   
 

For additional information you can contact: 
Sylvia Replogle (724-339-2208) or 
Leslie Sill  (412-793-2546) 

 

 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be 
held on Saturday morning,  
Jan. 21st at 8:00 am in the lower 
social hall.  Bring a hearty appetite 
and enjoy hanging out with the guys. 

 
DONATION BINS 

(Located in the church entryway 
under the coat rack.) 

 
The Sewing Group is still accepting 
yarn for their hat and blanket       
projects. 

 
 
 

 
Plum Food Pantry-non-perishable 
food and grocery products are 
accepted. 
 
 

 

Murrysville Lions Club:  
Old Cell Phones, Used 
Toner Cartridges, and Old 
Eye Glasses 

 
 
 
 

Cancer Caring Center- Packs or 
cases of Ensure Supplement  
(Chocolate, Vanilla, Strawberry) 

 

Caring Hearts & Hands  
will not be meeting in January.  Our next monthly 
meeting will be held at the church on Thursday,  
Feb. 2nd at 9:00 am in the downstairs kitchen to  
make, pack up, and deliver a soup lunch to our  
homebound members.  All are welcome to share in 
our fellowship and ministry.  
Please contact Romaine Miller at 
412-795-6473 if interested. 

 

Our Sewing Group meets on Tuesday 
mornings at 9:00 am.  Questions? 
Contact Leslie Sill at 412-793-2546.  
Come join us! 

 

Join us for our monthly SCRAPBOOKING gathering  
on Friday, January 13th th from  
6-11 pm.  We meet on the second  
Friday of every month.  Please contact  
Betty Molnar at 724-327-3437 with 
questions. 

Remember to check out Pastor Wayne’s blog,  
“The ExploraStory Café” that’s designed to help 
you make better connections between your faith 
and daily living.  Please visit Pastor Wayne’s blog 
at:  
https://explorastorycafe.wordpress.com  The site was 
also expanded to include audio files that contain recorded 
copies of Pastor Wayne’s sermons. If you can’t be with us 
during worship on a particular weekend, all you need to do  
is click the “Audio Messages” link on the Home Page to  
connect with a list of sermons offered at Christ’s.  
ExploraStoryCafe –Where your Faith and Life Connect 

https://explorastorycafe.wordpress.com


  THE COMMITTEES OF THE CONGREGATION WHOSE PRIMARY PURPOSE IS TO SUPPORT AND  
  IMPLEMENT OUR MUTUAL MINISTRY ARE ORGANIZED AS FOLLOWS: 

 
  Parish Ministry Committees: 
  Youth Ministry—Trish Lasher 
  Educational Ministry—Melany Andree 
  Worship & Music—Ron Fuehrer 
  Fellowship—Carol Tamenne   
   
  Parish Resources Committees: 
  Finance—Wally Utley 
  Parish Administration 
  Property—Eric Gipson  
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  Officers: 
  President—Bela Molnar 
  Vice-President— Jim Scanga 
  Secretary—Kathy Schultz 
  Acting Treasurer—Erich Sill 
  Financial Secretary—Bela Molnar 
 
  Parish Outreach Committees: 
  Evangelism—Linda Paulovitch 
  Social Ministry—Judy Bernardini 
  Stewardship—Bill Crossland 
   

THE CHURCH COUNCIL HOLDS ITS REGULAR MONTHLY MEETINGS ON THE THIRD MONDAY OF 
EACH MONTH AT 7:00 P.M. AT THE CHURCH.  THE JANUARY COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 
MONDAY, JANUARY 16TH.  THE CONGREGATION IS INVITED TO ATTEND THESE MEETINGS. 


